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Statement by ANC-

International Destruction e

of the Holy Mother of God
Cathedral in Stepanakert

ANC-International strongly condemns the
destruction of the Holy Mother of God

Cathedral (Surb Astvatsatsin) in occupied ‘
Stepanakert by Azerbaijani authorities.

Occurring on the eve of the 111th (31 CU3 WSh LELSPALULUL huPCAAh
anniversary of the Armenian Genocide, this CU3suruPNH@3NILE USGOULULGPSh UU3M
act marks a serious escalation in the sugurh UUGPUUL Un@hd

systematic erasure of Armenian cultural and
spiritual heritage in Artsakh.

Consecrated in 2019, the cathedral
symbolized the revival of Armenian
religious life and the continuity of indigenous Armenian presence. Its destruction—
confirmed by satellite imagery—follows earlier attacks on Armenian cultural and religious
sites and reflects a broader, deliberate effort to eliminate the Armenian historical footprint.
These actions constitute serious violations of international law and UNESCO instruments
protecting cultural heritage, and they contravene binding orders of the International Court
of Justice requiring Azerbaijan to prevent and punish such acts.
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Statement of the
Armenian National
Committee — International

on the 111th Anniversary

of the Armenian Genocide

The 111th anniversary commemoration of

the victims of the Armenian Genocide is upon us. While the passage of time may appear to
distance us from the consequences of that abhorrent crime against humanity, recent
developments in our history—namely, the occupation and the ethnic cleansing of Artsakh—
once again demonstrate that the Armenian Genocide was not a crime confined to a specific
time and place, but an ongoing process aimed at the extermination or displacement of the
Armenian people from their homeland.

Genocide remains both a crime and an existential threat so long as the perpetrating state has
neither acknowledged its political and moral responsibility nor been compelled to do so by
the international community. Recognition of genocide is equally necessary for the
perpetrator—to cleanse itself of a historical stigma and cease to pose a civilizational threat
—and for the victim, as a guarantee against the continuation of genocidal intent.
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iGN Caucus Letter Advancing

anca.org/aid == Pro-Armenian FOI‘EigH
T} Aid Priorities

The Armenian National Committee of America (ANCA) is welcoming a Congressional
Armenian Caucus letter — backed by over 45 Members of the House of Representatives —
urging the House Appropriations Subcommittee on National Security, Department of State,
and Related Programs (NSRP) to include critical pro-Armenia/Artsakh provisions in the
FY27 NSRP Appropriations Bill.

The letter, addressed to Subcommittee Chairman Mario Diaz-Balart (R-FL) and Ranking
Member Lois Frankel (D-FL), calls for expanded U.S.-Armenia security cooperation, $100
million in humanitarian assistance for Armenians forcibly displaced from Artsakh, a
prohibition on U.S. military aid to Azerbaijan, Global Magnitsky Act sanctions
accountability measures, and meaningful Congressional oversight of the Trump Route for
International Peace and Prosperity (TRIPP) framework.

“Over forty-five members of Congress have put their names behind a clear, principled
message: the United States must stand with Armenia, hold Azerbaijan accountable, and
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deliver justice for the Armenians of Artsakh,” stated Aram Hamparian, ANCA Executive
Director. “This letter — secured through the hard work of Armenian Americans mobilizing
across the country — gives the Appropriations Subcommittee a bipartisan mandate to act.
The FY27 appropriations process is one of the most powerful tools Congress has, and this
Caucus letter puts that power to work for our Armenian American priorities.”
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Bipartisan Congressional
Gathering Demands
Justice for Century of
Genocide at Capitol Hill
Commemoration

A bipartisan gathering of Congressional
leaders joined Armenian Americans and allies from across the country on April 15th for the
annual Capitol Hill commemoration of the Armenian Genocide, issuing unified calls for the
immediate release of Armenian hostages, the right of return for Artsakh Armenians, and
sanctions against the Aliyev and Erdogan regimes for genocidal crimes spanning from 1915
to 2023, reported the Armenian National Committee of America (ANCA).
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The solemn commemoration, co-hosted by the ANCA and the Armenian Assembly of
America, in cooperation with the Congressional Armenian Caucus, is the latest in a
decades-long tradition of annual Capitol Hill observances dating back to the first such
gathering in 1965, which marked the 50th anniversary of the Genocide. This year’s
program came as Turkey and Azerbaijan’s genocidal crimes against the Armenian nation —
from 1915 to 2023 — remain unaddressed and ongoing. Armenian prisoners of war and
civilian captives, including Artsakh leaders, continue to languish in Azerbaijani detention.
More than 150,000 Artsakh Armenians remain forcibly displaced from their homes. And
Azerbaijan continues to occupy sovereign Armenian territory while pressing demands
designed to foreclose any prospect of justice, accountability, or return.
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California Legislators

CALIFORNIA
ARMENLAN I.EEISL&;&‘[ CAUCUS

UNDATION

Demand Trump Free

Armenian Hostages, End CALIFORNIA LEGISLATORS

Azerbaijan’s Impunity DEMAND TRUMP FREE
ARMENIAN HOSTAGES & END

The Armenian National Committee of AZERBAIJAN'S IMPUNITY

America-Western Region (ANCA-WR)
today welcomed a bipartisan letter, signed
by more than 25 California state legislators, delivered by the California Armenian
Legislative Caucus Foundation to President Donald J. Trump — demanding the release of
Armenian hostages illegally held by Azerbaijan, the right of return for Artsakh refugees, an
end to Azerbaijani occupation of sovereign Armenian territory, and the Trump
Administration’s recognition of the Armenian Genocide.

“California’s legislators have sent President Trump an unambiguous message: Armenian
hostages must be freed, Azerbaijan’s occupation must end, and Armenia’s sovereignty must
be secured,” stated Oshin Harootoonian, Chairman of the ANCA-WR Board of Directors.
“This bipartisan letter reflects the moral resolve of California’s more than one million
Armenian Americans — the largest Armenian-American community in the nation.
President Trump must act.”
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Armenian National
Committee of America
Endorses Massachusetts
Senator Ed Markey for
Re-Election

The Armenian National Committee of
America (ANCA) today announced its
endorsement of U.S. Senator Ed Markey for re-election, citing his decades-long
Congressional leadership on issues of special concern to Americans of Armenian heritage
across Massachusetts and around the United States.

“Senator Markey has been a consistent and courageous voice for justice,” said ANCA
activist Steve Mesrobian. “From advancing U.S. recognition of the Armenian Genocide to
holding Azerbaijan accountable for its aggression and ethnic cleansing of Artsakh’s
indigenous Armenian population, Senator Markey has demonstrated a clear and unwavering
commitment to truth, accountability, and a true and sustainable peace.”
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Throughout his tenure, Senator Markey has worked closely with ANCA advocates in
Massachusetts to promote policy priorities that strengthen Armenia’s security, restrict U.S.
military aid to Azerbaijan, and support the rights and safe return of displaced Armenians
from Artsakh. He has also been a vocal advocate for enforcing Section 907 of the
FREEDOM Support Act and advancing humanitarian assistance to those impacted by
Azerbaijan’s aggression.
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Trump Enforces Ankara’s
Gag-Rule for Sixth Time & DONALD TRUMP
on Armenian Genocide

" DOUBLES DOWN ON

Recognition Cr

The Armenian National Committee of > ‘ | EE NUC' DE DEN Im-
America (ANCA) sharply condemns
President Donald Trump’s continued retreat
from American recognition and
remembrance of the Armenian Genocide, as reflected in his refusal — for the sixth time —
to acknowledge this crime by name in the White House’s annual April 24th

statement marking the 111th anniversary of the Ottoman Turkish Government’s systematic
annihilation of 1.5 million Armenians.

“President Trump is doubling down on his disgraceful surrender to Turkish threats —
continuing, now for the sixth time, enforcing Ankara’s gag-rule against honest American
remembrance of this crime — despite recognition by the White House, Congress, all fifty
states, and more than a dozen NATO allies,” stated ANCA Executive Director Aram
Hamparian.

“President Trump’s complicity in covering up Turkey’s crimes — actively enabling
Ankara’s ongoing consolidation of the WW1I-era genocide of the Armenian people — is
compounded by his Administration’s reckless policies arming and enabling Azerbaijan’s
continued attempts to annihilate Armenians from their historic homeland,” Hamparian
continued. “In the wake of Azerbaijan’s ethnic cleansing of Artsakh’s indigenous Armenian
population — amid its ongoing occupation of Armenian territory, abuse of Armenian
prisoners, and destruction of Armenian Christian heritage — the United States has a duty
not only to speak the truth about the 1915 Genocide, but to end its complicity in pan-Turkic
attempts to complete this genocide.”
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House Appropriations

Panel Backs ANCA Push

for Increased Security

Assistance for Armenia, 4=

HOUSE APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE
REPORT CALLS FOR INCREASE IN U.S. SECURITY

Calls for Congressional ANCA-BACKED FY27 ARMENIA CAUCUS LETTER
TRIPP Oversight in FY27
Foreign Aid Bill

ANCA Welcomes Committee Action Responding to Armenian Caucus Letter; Renews Call
to Suspend U.S. Military Aid to Azerbaijan and Secure Accountability for Artsakh’s
Genocidal Ethnic Cleansing

The U.S. House Appropriations Committee has advanced the Fiscal Year (FY) 2027
National Security, Department of State, and Related Programs (NSRP) Appropriations Bill
with report language directing increased security assistance for Armenia and requiring State
Department reporting on the proposed Trump Route for International Peace and Prosperity
(TRIPP) — a direct response to advocacy led by the Armenian National Committee of
America (ANCA) and the Congressional Armenian Caucus.
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EAFJD President Kaspar

Karampetian Addresses
OSCE Conference in
Vienna: Raises Alarm

over Democratic Erosion
in Armenia
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Kaspar Karampetian, President of the European Armenian Federation for Justice and
Democracy (EAFJD), participated in the “Lawmaking for Democratic Resilience:
Supplementary Human Dimension Meeting I” held in Vienna on March 16-17, 2026.
The conference, organized by the OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and Human
Rights (ODIHR) under the Swiss OSCE Chairpersonship, brought together over
representatives from OSCE participating States, international organizations, and civil
society.

Defending Against Defamatory Rhetoric

During the plenary session, President Karampetian delivered a firm rebuttal to a
government-aligned NGO from Azerbaijan that attempted to weaponize the platform to
spread defamatory accusations against the Armenian nation. The NGO claimed that
Armenian school textbooks contain hate speech and historical misinformation targeting
Azerbaijanis.

Refuting these baseless claims, Karampetian cited an extensive body of evidence from
international human rights organizations and the European Court of Human Rights
(ECHR). He highlighted that it is, in fact, Azerbaijan and the Aliyev administration that
have been consistently condemned for state-sponsored Armenophobia and the
weaponization of ethnic hatred. Karampetian pointed to landmark rulings and monitoring
reports—including the International Court of Justice (ICJ) provisional measures—which
order Azerbaijan to prevent the incitement of racial hatred and protect ethnic Armenians
from state-led discrimination.
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EAFJD Welcomes Belgian Parliament’s Adoption of
Resolution on Armenia
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Belgian Federal Parliament Adopts
Resolution On Improved ties with

Aviionia, dufending rights of Artsulihs The European Armenian Federation for

Justice and Democracy (EAFJD) welcomes
the unanimous adoption of a
comprehensive resolution by the Belgian
Chamber of Representatives yesterday. This
vote marks a significant milestone in
strengthening the rapprochement between
Belgium and Armenia, while signaling strong support for Armenia’s continued integration
with the European Union.

The resolution, introduced after unanimously adopted by the Committee on External
Relations by MP Michel De Maegd, also calls for the right of the Armenians of

Artsakh to return to their homeland under the protection of international security
guarantees, recognizing that no safe return is possible without a robust international
mechanism. It further demands the immediate withdrawal of Azerbaijani forces from the
sovereign territory of the Republic of Armenia to the positions held on May 12, 2021.
Additionally, the resolution focuses on the fate of the Armenian prisoners of war and
civilian hostages currently held in Baku, including the political leadership of Artsakh,
whose continued detention remains a major humanitarian concern.
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resolution RC10-0195/2026

EAFJD Welcomes n il Besalifition
European Parliament '
Resolution demanding the

Armenian authorities to
guarantee full respect for
opposition rights, judicial independence and freedom
of expression and Demanding Justice for Artsakh
Armenians and the Hostages

The European Armenian Federation for Justice and Democracy (EAFJD) welcomes the
adoption today of the “Resolution on supporting democratic resilience in Armenia” by the
European Parliament. This landmark document solidifies the European Union’s
commitment to Armenia’s sovereign choice for European integration and sets clear
expectations for reforms in the judiciary and the strengthening democratic institutions.
The resolution addresses the new phase of EU-Armenia relations, which is marked by
expanded security cooperation and a shared commitment to democracy and the rule of law.
It serves as a comprehensive roadmap for the EU-Armenia partnership, covering the
implementation of the new strategic agenda, the Resilience and Growth Plan, and
Armenia’s formal aspiration for EU membership.
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The EAFJD Statement on
EU-Armenia Summit

The European Armenian Federation for
Justice and Democracy (EAFJD)
acknowledges the historic significance of
the first-ever EU-Armenia Summit held in
Yerevan. The presence of European Council
President Antonio Costa and Commission
President Ursula von der Leyen signals a
welcome willingness by European
leadership to engage directly with Armenian society. However, the EAFJD emphasizes that
diplomatic presence must now translate into concrete actions that safeguard Armenia’s
sovereignty and the rights of its people.

While the summit celebrated a “new chapter,” we remind European leaders that the
foundation of this relationship, the Comprehensive and Enhanced Partnership Agreement
(CEPA) was built on the condition of rigorous judicial reforms, institutional resilience, and
the strengthening of democratic values. In order for “Armenia’s future [to] be determined
freely and democratically by its citizens”, comprehensive changes need to be applied to
ensure electoral integrity, opposition rights, media independence and protection from ALL
foreign interference during the electoral process, a concept that was unfortunately not
enforced by some European leaders during this very Summit.

The Joint Declaration highlights three primary avenues of cooperation: Energy,
Connectivity, and Digital Infrastructure. While these economic pillars can be vital for long-
term growth if applied strategically in tandem with internal reforms, the EAFJD questions
how these technical projects will bolster Armenia’s immediate security if they are not
paired with a firm stance against regional aggression.
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Parliament Hill
Commemoration Marks
111th Anniversary of the
Armenian Genocide

On Tuesday, April 28, 2026, a solemn

commemoration marking the 111th

anniversary of the Armenian Genocide was held at the Parliament of Canada, organized by
the Armenian National Committee of Canada (ANCC).

The event brought together representatives from political, diplomatic, religious, and
community circles. In attendance were Armenia’s Ambassador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary to Canada, H.E. Anahit Harutyunyan; Canada’s Minister of Foreign Affairs,
the Hon. Anita Anand; Minister of Identity and Culture and Minister responsible for
Official Languages, the Hon. Marc Miller; Members of Parliament and Senators from
various political parties; and His Eminence Archbishop Papken Tcharian, Prelate of the
Armenian Prelacy of Canada. Representatives of the diplomatic corps, senior government
officials, partner organizations, and Armenian-Canadian organizations were also present.
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