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Statement on the Sentencing
of Armenian Detainees in
Azerbaijan andthe Need for
Continued Peace Efforts in
the South Caucasus

The Socialist International expresses its outrage

and deep concern on the decision announced on

Thursday 5 February by the Baku Military Court

on long prison sentences for 15 Armenian defendants, out of the 19 Armenian detainees still
held in Azerbaijan and arrested in the context of the former Nagorno-Karabakh conflict.
This ruling, which includes five life imprisonment sentences, goes against the spirit of the
efforts for peace and reconciliation.

We are taking note of the fact that the Azerbaijani leadership, by signing the Washington
Declaration, made an important step, allowing also -for the first time in decades — the
transit of cargo from its territory into Armenia. In January 2026, it released four Armenians
serving prison sentences in Azerbaijan after being arrested in 2020 and 2023.
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Mario Nalpatian
Addresses UN Human
Rights Council on Behalf
of the ARF and Socialist
International

It is in this spirit that the Council of the Socialist International, in its latest meeting in
Malta, November 2025, adopted a resolution on the Situation in and around Nagorno-
Karabakh, asserting that the conflict can not be resolved by military means and for the
process to be successful, it must include collective, voluntary, safe, dignified, unhindered,
and internationally guaranteed return of all those displaced from Nagorno-Karabakh since
the 2020 war and after September 19, 2023, ensuring full protection from any form of
intimidation or coercion.
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END HOSTAGE DIPLOMACY ANCA Calls for Expanded

FREE ALL ARMENIAN PRISONERS

LSL&&& Aﬁ U.S. Eff.(.)rts to End
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.. Since 2020, Azorbaijan has lsgally detained and tortured The Armenian National Committee of
Armenian prisonars of war in direct violation of international

rights norms. America (ANCA) is calling for increased

#FREEARMEMNIANPRISONERS

U.S. efforts to secure the immediate and
unconditional release of at least 19
Armenian prisoners of war who remain in Azerbaijan’s unlawful detention, following
today’s release of four Armenian hostages in exchange for two convicted Syrian
mercenaries.

“Today’s hostage swap demonstrates Azerbaijan’s continued use of hostage diplomacy to
extract political concessions from Armenia. At least 19 Armenians remain captive in
Azerbaijan, where they continue to face torture and abuse, are denied their fundamental
legal rights, and are subjected to sham trials based on their Armenian identity. Azerbaijan
must not be granted cover or impunity for its ongoing detention and abuse of Armenian
prisoners,” noted the ANCA in a statement issued earlier today. “The ANCA calls on the
Trump Administration to expand efforts to secure the immediate and unconditional release
of all remaining Armenian prisoners, and urges Congress to pass the ARMENIA Security
Partnership Act (H.R.6840) and the Azerbaijan Sanctions Review Act (H.R.5369) to hold
Azerbaijan accountable for its war crimes and human rights violations.”

Text Link

ANCA Western Region Affirms Constitutional
Standards and Equal Justice Under Law

The Armenian National Committee of America — Western Region (ANCA-WR) condemns
the recent statements and video released by CMS Administrator Dr. Mehmet Oz in which
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he associates alleged healthcare fraud in Los
Angeles County with “foreign influences,”
including “Russian-Armenian gangs,” and
references Armenian identity, language, and
community presence as markers of
criminality. This rhetoric—especially when
amplified by a senior federal official—

undermines civil rights norms and fuels a WHEN GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS USE
climate of Armenophobia. ETHNIC LABELS AS SHORTHAND FOR
Let us be clear: fraud is a crime, and every CRIMINALITY, THEY NORMALIZE
proven fraudster—regardless of background DISCRIMINATION AND FUEL

—must be investigated and prosecuted ARMENOPHOBIA
under the rule of law. But the rule of law
requires individualized suspicion and
evidence, not insinuations based on
language, culture, or ethnicity.

ANCAWR.ORG
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ANCA Leads National Opposition to Dr. Oz over
Reckless Scapegoating of Armenian Community
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The Armenian National Committee of
America (ANCA) filed a federal civil rights
complaint today with the U.S. Department
of Health and Human Services (HHS) over
Dr. Mehmet Oz’s reckless scapegoating
against Americans of Armenian heritage —
as part of a strategic ANCA advocacy and
media campaign that generated a growing
nationwide wave of intense opposition to
Dr. Oz’s racist fear-mongering.

The complaint, filed on January 30, builds

on immediate ANCA mobilization following

@ USA TODAY —

California Gov. Newsom files civil
rights complaint against Dr. Oz

"I think he'll find that we're
not a group you can bully."

- ANCA Executive Director Aram Hamparian

Dr. Oz’s January 27-28 posting of a video on official Health and Human Services social
media accounts that ethnically profiled Armenian-owned businesses in Los Angeles’ Van
Nuys neighborhood. ANCA’s swift response triggered a cascade of condemnation from
California Governor Gavin Newsom, who filed his own civil rights complaint, and
Congressional, state, and local leaders who denounced the ethnic scapegoating. Oz serves
as Administrator of the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) in the U.S.

Department of Health and Human Services.
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ANCA-WR Leads The Armenian Genocide
Commemoration in Montebello, Joined by Broad
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Coalition of Elected

Leaders in Powerful
Stand for Truth and
Justice

In a powerful and highly visible
demonstration of unity, remembrance, and
moral leadership, the Armenian National
Committee of America — Western Region (ANCA-WR) led a major and extraordinary
gathering, bringing together federal, state, county, and municipal officials alongside
community leaders, clergy, educators, and youth.

While April 24 remains the solemn anniversary of the Armenian Genocide, the community
gathered in Montebello at this time in response to renewed urgency—amid resurging anti-
Armenian rhetoric and ongoing human rights concerns affecting Armenians today — and to
welcome the visit of Lilit Galstyan, Member of the National Assembly of the Republic of
Armenia, whose presence underscored the strength of Armenia—Diaspora partnership and
our shared obligation to safeguard Armenian memory, heritage, and rights. This
commemoration affirms that remembrance is not confined to a single date, but is a year-
round commitment to truth, education, and justice.
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DURING UPCOMING TRAVEL TO AZERBAIIAN .
URGE VICE PRESIDENT ANCA Calls on Vice

JD VANCE - President Vance to Secure
T0 DENAND: Azerbaijan’s Release of

= RELEASE OF ALL ARMENIAN POWS
— RETURN OF ARMENIANS TO ARTSAKH

— PROTECTION OF ARMENIAN CHRISTIAN HERITAGE 'Y . Armenian Hostages

= WITHDRAWAL OF AZERBAUANI TROOPS FROM ARMENIA

during South Caucasus
Visits

The Armenian National Committee of America (ANCA) is mobilizing nationwide ahead of
Vice President J.D. Vance’s February 9th visit to Armenia and planned trip to Azerbaijan
later this month, calling on him to meet with Armenian hostages illegally held in Baku and
to demand their immediate release — in addition to backing the right of ethnically cleansed
Armenian refugees to return to their indigenous Artsakh homeland, calling on Azerbaijan to
withdraw its military forces from sovereign Armenian territory, and pressing Baku to stop
destroying millennia-old Armenian Christian heritage sites.

Armenian Americans can visit anca.org/vance to send messages to Vice President Vance,
urging him to address these urgent humanitarian issues during his visits to Armenia and
Azerbaijan.
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Vice-President Vance’s Deleted Armenian Genocide
Post Sends Shockwaves across Armenian American

Community

“Turkey never tires of humiliating America,” stated ANCA Executive Director Aram
Hamparian. “This time, forcing a sitting U.S. Vice President to delete his post about the
Armenian Genocide. While it’s no surprise to see Turkey still strong-arming global leaders
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to enforce its Armenian Genocide gag-rule, (@ Vics risident 0 Vorco @ I OVP - 20

it is deeply troubling to witness Vice Today, Vice President Vance and Second Lady Usha Vance attanded a
. wreath laying Ty at the A G i ial to honor
President Vance — a man who loudly the victims of the 1915 Armenian genocide.

proclaims solidarity with Christian victims
of persecution — display such weakness in
the face of this foreign pressure.”

3:_1 J3= ANCA Ramps Up Calls on
2| o sagaac« & || Trump to Fire Epstein-

' Ally, Armenian Genocide-

Denier Amb. Tom Barrack

The Armenian National Committee of
America (ANCA) is calling on President
Trump to immediately fire U.S. Ambassador
to Turkey Tom Barrack — an unapologetic
denier of the Armenian Genocide — following revelations in the Department of Justice’s
Epstein Files documenting his decade-long friendship with convicted sex trafficker Jeffrey
Epstein.

The ANCA first called for his resignation last July, after he publicly dismissed the
Armenian Genocide as an “old impression” at a State Department briefing in New York
City. At that time, the ANCA joined the Hellenic American Leadership Council and
American Friends of Kurdistan in calling for his recall.

“Tom Barrack called a convicted child sex trafficker his ‘role model’ — in writing,” said
ANCA Executive Director Aram Hamparian. “He appears over 540 times in the Epstein
Files. And before all of this came to light, he was already on record denying the Armenian
Genocide on behalf of the Turkish government. President Trump needs to fire him now.”
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ANCA Central California
Hosts Talks with

Armenian Caucus Co-
Chair Valadao

Armenian National Committee of America —
Western Region Chairman Oshin
Harootoonian and Executive Director Ruben
Karapetian joined Central Valley Armenian
advocate Paul Jamushian and Varoujan Der Simonian in talks with Congressional Armenian
Caucus Co-Chair David Valadao (R-CA). They focused on U.S. support for Armenia’s
security, sanctions enforcement against Azerbaijan, the release of Armenian hostages
illegally held in Baku, and the rightful return of Artsakh refugees.

“Congressman Valadao has been a pillar of strength for the Armenian-American community
for well over a decade,” said ANCA Western Region Chairman Oshin Harootoonian. “His
principled leadership, from championing life-saving aid for Artsakh to standing firm on
Armenian Genocide recognition, reflects exactly the kind of commitment our community
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deserves in Congress. We look forward to working together to defend Armenia’s security,
secure Baku’s release of Armenian prisoners, and deliver justice for Artsakh.”

Text Link

Aliyev Bodyguards Attack
Peaceful Protesters
During Trump’s Board of

Peace Summit in
Washington, DC

The Armenian National Committee of
America (ANCA) is calling on the U.S.
Department of Justice and local law enforcement to prosecute members of Azerbaijani
President Ilham Aliyev’s security detail videotaped attacking peaceful protesters outside the
site of President Trump’s inaugural Board of Peace summit in Washington, DC. The
demonstrators had gathered to protest Aliyev’s tyrannical rule and brutal repression of
political dissidents. The attack drew immediate comparisons to the 2017 Sheridan Circle
incident, when Turkish President Erdogan ordered his security detail to physically assault
Kurdish and Armenian protesters outside the Turkish Ambassador’s residence in
Washington, DC.
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March 5th National

Townhall to Rally
TSR \ Grassroots around
ANCA’s 2026 Electoral

and Advocacy Priorities

ANCA.ORG/TOWNHALL The Armenian National Committee of
America (ANCA) will host its next open-to-
the-public nationwide townhall on
Thursday, March 5th at 9:00PM EST / 6:00PM PST via Zoom, bringing together Armenian
and allied Americans from across the country on the eve of the 2026 mid-term primary
season.

Organized in coordination with the ANCA Eastern Region, ANCA Western Region, and
more than sixty ANCA chapters across the country, the Townhall will focus on electoral
accountability, legislative priorities, community mobilization, and youth empowerment.
Armenian Americans and pro-Armenian advocates can register for the free online event

at https://anca.org/townhall.

With primary season already in full swing, Armenian American voters — a pivotal
constituency across key swing states — are putting candidates and parties on notice that their
votes, their volunteer ours, and their campaign contributions need to be earned. From
Nevada and Michigan to Georgia and Pennsylvania, Armenian Americans are closely
tracking where candidates stand on freeing Armenian hostages, returning Artsakh refugees
to their homeland, protecting Christian holy sites, and ending Azerbaijan’s occupation of
sovereign Armenian territory. The ANCA’s Armenian American voter map makes clear the
electoral weight this community wields heading into November.
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Leaked Files Reveal Anti-
ANCA Campaign by
London PR Firm with
Azerbaijan Ties

The Armenian National Committee of
America (ANCA) is demanding full
transparency from Apollo Strategic
Communications, a London-based public
relations firm with documented ties to Azerbaijan and its Caspian energy partners, after the
firm was exposed for secretly circulating a media advisory to U.S. journalists targeting the
ANCA for its advocacy on behalf of Americans of Armenian heritage.

The March 2, 2026, email — sent by Apollo’s Daniel Blake-Martin and leaked by a number
of news agencies that received it — invited American editors to write hit pieces against the
ANCA, recycling false arguments regularly advanced by Azerbaijani and Turkish
government interests against pro-Armenia advocates in Washington. The firm’s memo
offered American journalists access to four off-the-record sources — including an unnamed
congressional staffer, an Armenian ruling-party MP, and figures from academic and think-
tank circles — to place stories damaging to the ANCA.
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EAFJD President Warns of
Turkey’s Role in Syrian Instability,
Urges Dialogue

Brussels, 23rd of January 2026-The European Armenian
Federation for Justice and Democracy (EAFJD) today
expressed deep concern over escalating tensions in Aleppo
and northern and northeastern Syria, highlighting
the disruptive role of Turkey in the region.
In a statement, EAFJD President Kaspar
Karampetian warned that Turkey’s actions are undermining efforts to restore national
cohesion, keeping Syria in a state of ongoing instability while continuing to interfere in its
internal affairs. Recent armed clashes between state forces and Kurdish units have further
heightened tensions.
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Cross-Party Coalition of
MEPs, led by Marie
Toussaint, Urges HR/VP
Kaja Kallas to Sanction
Azerbaijan and Review
Energy Ties

A prominent group of 36 Members of the

European Parliament, representing the major
political groups, has issued a formal letter to

the High Representative of the Union for
Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, Kaja
Kallas, demanding a fundamental
“reassessment and strengthening” of the
EU’s policy toward Azerbaijan.

Cross-Party Coalition of MEPs
Urges HR/VP Kaja Kallas to
Sanction Azerbaijan and Review
Energy Ties

= - Ragliament

L T P |

MEPs, led by Marie Toussaint urge the Commission to
reprimand Azerbaijan for continuous abuse of human
rights and aiding sanctions evasion

Through the initiative of MEP Marie Toussaint, the letter follows a series of alarming
developments, including the recent sentencing of Armenian prisoners from Nagorno-
Karabakh to life imprisonment and documented evidence of Azerbaijan helping Russia

circumvent EU sanctions.

“Continued engagement without meaningful conditionality risks
undermining the credibility of the European Union,” the signatories warn,
citing a “systematic repression” of political opposition and a “hostile”
rejection of EU diplomatic efforts by the Azerbaijani Parliament (Milli

Majlis).
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Opening session of
the UK Parliamentary
Inquiry on Artsakh
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ANCC outlines
community priorities on
Armenia and Artsakh in a
letter to the Foreign
Minister

The Armenian National Committee of Canada (ANCC) has written to Foreign Affairs
Minister Anita Anand to outline key priorities of the Armenian-Canadian community, while
expressing appreciation for Canada’s principled engagement on issues affecting Armenia
and Artsakh.

The ANCC welcomed Canada’s consistent support for Armenia’s sovereignty, its calls for
accountability and justice in the aftermath of the ethnic cleansing in Artsakh, and its
broader commitment to democratic values.

At the same time, the organization raised serious concerns about democratic backsliding
within Armenia. The letter points to the growing concentration of power, mounting pressure
on opposition voices, and the jailing of clergy — including Archbishop Bagrat Galstanyan,
a Canadian citizen — amid heightened tensions involving the Armenian Apostolic Church.
It stressed that freedom of religion, political pluralism, and institutional independence must
remain central to Armenia’s democratic trajectory, and that Canada, as a trusted partner, is

well placed to engage candidly on these concerns.
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Tirkiye’s Support for Persecution Abroad Must Cease

In early January 2026, Syrian forces, backed by Turkish and jihadist groups, laid siege to
Kurdish enclaves in Northern Syria, cutting off food, water & medicine and carrying out
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summary executions against civilians and
o local defenders. The siege culminated in the
ethnic-cleansing of over 250,000 ethnic-

TURKIYE’S SUPPORT FOR Kurds from the cities of Sheikh Magsoud

PERSECUTION ABROAD and Ashrafieh, fleeing under heavy shelling
MUST CEASE and drone attacks.
Now, Kobani — the city that once stood as a
£ e \National Commissee of Australla (ANG-AU) symbol of resistance against ISIS in 2014 —
Covaraigty of peceie. g e K e faces a new siege by Syrian forces, backed

by the Turkish Government, which has
stationed a growing number of tanks and
heavy artillery at the Northern border,
threatening a ground invasion that would
result in the ethnic cleansing of the Kurdish
population’s ancestral homeland.

Wadnesday, 28 January 2026
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[ ALC STATEMENT | . .
e The Armenian Legal Center for Justice &

“These Armenians should never have Human Rights (ALC) welcomes the safe
been detained—and selective return to Armenia of Vagif Khachatryan,
releases are no substitute for justice. . © s . .

' ) : Vigen Euljekjian, Gevorg Sujyan, and Davit
Despite clear obligations affirmed by
the European Parliament, the U.S. Davtyan, who were transferred today from
Congress, and the November 9, 2020 Azerbaijani custody after enduring years of
agreement, Azerbaijan continues to illegal, politically motivated, and inhumane
hold Armenians as leverage. The detention. Their release brings relief to their
demand is simple: free everyone still - . .

; g families and communities—but it does not
unlawfully detained, disclose the fate . L. . .
of the missing, and stop using human deliver justice, nor does it cure ongoing
beings as bargaining chips.” violations by Azerbaijan.
These men were unlawfully held in Baku’s
risons under conditions that violated the

p
most basic guarantees of international
ARMENIAN. humanitarian and human-rights law. Their
CENTER

: return cannot obscure the central truth:
Azerbaijan engaged in prolonged hostage-
taking and coercive detention, and today’s
transfer does not undo that crime, nor does it resolve the grave violations that remain

ongoing.
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“These Armenians should never have
h n u'l Llw u wu been detained—and selective
releases are no substitute for justice.
LI IJU un n nU h » h l.Uj unuld n Despite clear obligations affirmed by
the European Parliament, the U.S.
w n n ij n LU n h UJJ Congress, and the November 9, 2020
agreement, Azerbaijan continues to

q.b n hl.l b n h u.l q_w m hold Armenians as leverage. The

demand is simple: free everyone still

w n b w LI LIU.IU unlawfully detained, disclose the fate

of the missing, and stop using human

U,I n h pn l.l beings as bargaining chips.”

The Armenian Legal Center for Justice &

Human Rights (ALC) welcomes the safe p — \f Ech *"
return to Armenia of Vagif Khachatryan, ) :
Vigen Euljekjian, Gevorg Sujyan, and Davit
Davtyan, who were transferred today from Azerbaijani custody after enduring years of
illegal, politically motivated, and inhumane detention. Their release brings relief to their
families and communities—but it does not deliver justice, nor does it cure ongoing
violations by Azerbaijan.

These men were unlawfully held in Baku’s prisons under conditions that violated the most
basic guarantees of international humanitarian and human-rights law. Their return cannot
obscure the central truth: Azerbaijan engaged in prolonged hostage-taking and coercive
detention, and today’s transfer does not undo that crime, nor does it resolve the grave
violations that remain ongoing.
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