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ANCA to Host Capitol Hill

Briefing on Preventing
Genocide through Education

PREVENTING GENOCIDE
THROUGH EDUCATION

The Armenian National Committee of America

(ANCA) will host a Capitol Hill staff briefing titled
“Preventing Genocide Through Education” on Wednesday, December 3rd at 3:00 PM in
Cannon House Office Building Room 156. The briefing will examine nationwide efforts to
advance genocide education in U.S. schools and spotlight the Armenian Genocide
Education Act, bipartisan legislation to support genocide education and teacher training
nationwide.
The December 3rd briefing will feature two distinguished panelists from The Genocide
Education Project. Roxanne Makasdjian, Co-Founder and Executive Director of GenEd,
oversees the organization’s educational programs, fellowship initiatives, curriculum
development, communications, and partnerships with educational institutions. She
previously served as Director of Broadcast Communications at UC Berkeley and as a
producer for ABC Network News. Makasdjian holds a Master’s in Journalism from UC
Berkeley and a Bachelor’s in Political Science from UCLA.
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Senate Democrats Demanding
Release of Armenian Hostages :L“ @3

@l
Twenty-seven U.S. Senators — led by Senators Ed
Markey (D-MA) and Sheldon Whitehouse (D-RI) ! . _
and supported by Senate Democratic Leader Chuck e—
Schumer (D-NY) — have sent a letter to Secretary of
State Marco Rubio calling on the Trump Administration to demand the immediate and
unconditional release of all Armenian prisoners of war and political prisoners held by
Azerbaijan. The letter calls on the Trump Administration to press for international monitors
to access sham trials in Baku and impose Global Magnitsky sanctions on Azerbaijani
officials responsible for gross human rights violations, reported the Armenian National
Committee of America (ANCA).
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ANCA Capitol Hill Briefing
Spotlights Armenian Genocide
Education Act

The Genocide Education Project highlights
nationwide education efforts, urgent need for teacher
training resources to build a more humane future
Educators and advocates gathered on Capitol Hill
this week to update legislative offices on progress in promoting comprehensive genocide
education in U.S. schools and to press for passage of the Armenian Genocide Education Act
(H.R. 2585), a bipartisan measure to authorize $10 million over five years to support
genocide education and teacher training nationwide.

The December 3rd briefing, titled “Preventing Genocide through Education” and hosted by
the Armenian National Committee of America (ANCA), featured expert educators from The
Genocide Education Project (“GenEd”) who detailed their programs across 34 states, while
stressing the critical need for federal resources to scale their work and reach millions more
students.

The briefing was live webcast on ANCA’s and The Genocide Education Project’s social
media channels and can be viewed at https:/www.youtube.com/watch?v=vgWY Wo09-D8o.
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ANCA Condemns Reckless
Trump Pardon of Corrupt Rep.
Cuellar

The Armenian National Committee of America
(ANCA) today condemned President Trump’s pardon
of Congressman Henry Cuellar (D-TX), who was
indicted in 2024 for accepting nearly six hundred
thousand dollars in Azerbaijani bribes in exchange for advancing Azerbaijan’s interests in
Congress at the direct expense of the Constitutional rights of Armenian Americans.
“Trump’s pardon of Congressman Cuellar is a free pass for foreign bribes, a billboard atop
the White House announcing to the world that it’s pay-to-play in Washington,” said ANCA
Executive Director Aram Hamparian. “It’s Azerbaijan First foreign policy, at the expense of
the American people.”

Earlier today, President Trump announced on Truth Social his “full and unconditional
PARDON?” of Rep. Cuellar and his wife, Imelda. In his post, Trump characterized the
federal indictment as political persecution, claiming that “Crooked Joe used the FBI and
DOJ to ‘take out’ a member of his own Party after Highly Respected Congressman Henry
Cuellar bravely spoke out against Open Borders.” Trump made no mention of the detailed
evidence presented in the Justice Department’s indictment documenting years of corrupt
payments from Azerbaijan’s state-controlled oil company in exchange for legislative favors.
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The Europeans for Artsakh *\\

Platform is concerned by the

attacks on the Armenian * Eﬂrgg{&
Apostholic Church * *

On 16 December 2025, the Europeans For Artsakh

Platform held its regular zoom meeting, bringing together representatives of 14 Armenian
communities from across Europe, including Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Cyprus, the Czech
Republic, France, Germany, Greece, Romania, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, the
Netherlands, and the United Kingdom. The meeting focused on recent developments in
Armenia, in particular the offensive actions of Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan against the
Armenian Apostolic Church and its elected spiritual leader, Catholicos Karekin II.

The meeting, which lasted more than three hours, began with a briefing by Reverend
Diradur of the Armenian Church in Germany on the current situation. This was followed by
an in-depth discussion among the representatives of the 14 European Armenian
communities, who expressed grave concern over the attack by Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan on the Armenian Apostolic Church and Catholicos Karekin II, as well as the
broader erosion of democratic norms and institutions in Armenia. The participants
unanimously reaffirmed their unwavering support for the Armenian Apostolic Church and
its spiritual leader, while emphasizing that continued escalation would have devastating
consequences for both Armenia and the Diaspora.
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Open letter to |
commissioner Kaja Kallas on
clarifications regarding recent
statements on interfering with
Armenia’s legislative elections.

‘with Armania‘s

“The European Armenian Federation for Justice and Democracy (EAFJD) is deeply
shocked and condemns the proposed European Union policy and accompanying statements,
recently articulated by Commissioner Kaja Kallas, regarding financial and technical support
for Armenia’s electoral process, framed as a measure to counter “hybrid attacks” and
“Russian disinformation attempts”.

While the EAFJD supports robust cooperation between the EU and Armenia in the fields of
enhancing rule of law and judicial independence, as stipulated under the Comprehensive
and Enhanced Partnership Agreement (CEPA), we view this proposed intervention as a
profound and counterproductive interference in the internal, sovereign political life of the
Republic of Armenia. Such actions fundamentally violate the core principle of non-
interference stipulated within the very framework of CEPA.
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Human Rights Lawyer
Siranush Sahakyan Briefs
Australian Lawmakers on
Armenian Hostages

As part of the Armenian National Committee of
Australia’s (ANC-AU) annual Advocacy Week, a
delegation led by Human Rights Lawyer Siranush
Sahakyan and members of the ANC-AU National
Office met with Australian lawmakers on 25 and 26
November 2025, to advocate for the release of
Armenian hostages illegally detained in Azerbaijan.

Across two days of meetings facilitated by the ANC-AU at the Australian Federal
Parliament in Canberra, Sahakyan briefed Australian legislators on the continued detention
of twenty-three Armenian hostages by Azerbaijan, highlighting the serious legal and human
rights concerns surrounding their imprisonment.

Sahakyan, a legal professional with over 15 years of experience in human rights advocacy,
judicial reform, and anti-corruption policy, is the Director of the International &
Comparative Law Centre, and currently represents many of the Armenian hostages held
hostage by Azerbaijan in legal proceedings before the European Court of Human Rights.
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) ANC-AU Raises $185,000 for
Armenian Advocacy, Honours
Dee, Koutsantonis, Donikian &
Sahakyan

Over 400 guests attended the ANC-AU Gala events
in Sydney (29 November, 2025) and Melbourne (30
November, 2025) to celebrate five decades of
Armenian advocacy in Australia, raising $185,000 to
strengthen the Armenian cause for the next fifty years
and beyond, reported the Armenian National
Committee of Australia.

Four distinguished awards were presented in recognition of outstanding contributions to the
Armenian cause in Australia:

e ANC-AU Freedom Award - Mr Jon Dee

e Armenian Community Friend of the Year Award - The Hon. Tom Koutsantonis MP

e Ben Bagdikian Media Award - Mr George Donikian

o Raphael Lemkin Award - Ms Siranush Sahakyan

Festivities commenced in Sydney on Saturday, 29 November 2025 at the prestigious Sofitel
Sydney Wentworth Ballroom and continued on Sunday, 30 November 2025 in Melbourne’s
CBD at Slate Restaurant Bar.

In Sydney the night commenced with a vibrant performance by the Hamazkaine Armenian
Sydney Dance Ensemble, who performed as guests entered the dining hall.

Both evening’s featured a special commemorative video documenting the 50-year journey
of ANC-AU — from its establishment to its present-day impact — offering an intimate
look at the organisation’s role in shaping Armenian-Australian civic engagement.
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