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ANCA-WR Condemns CFPB for
Abandoning Citibank Anti-
Discrimination Order

AMCA-WR CONDEMNS CFPR FOR ABANDONING

CITIBANK ANTI-DISCRIMINATION ORDER

o A i oo R g 40 O Los Angeles, CA — The Armenian National
B T s et o Committee of America — Western Region (ANCA-
WR) strongly condemns the decision by the
Consumer Financial Protection Bureau (CFPB) to terminate its enforcement order
against Citibank three years earlier than scheduled in a case involving discriminatory
credit-card application practices against Armenian-Americans.
In 2023, Citibank entered into a consent order agreeing to pay nearly $26 million in
fines and restitution after it was found to have deliberately discriminated against
applicants with Armenian surnames ending in “-ian” and “-yan.” The bank’s employees
reportedly targeted these names to deny credit, falsify records, and conceal their
actions. The consent order was intended to remain in effect until 2028, ensuring long-
term oversight and accountability.
This decision is especially troubling given that reports of anti-Armenian banking
discrimination have continued well into 2025. Earlier this year, the Los Angeles Civil +
Human Rights and Equity Department publicly acknowledged receiving ongoing claims
from members of the Armenian-American community alleging continued unfair
treatment by financial institutions. Ending Citibank’s consent order early, at a time
when reports of anti-Armenian banking discrimination continue, signals a dangerous
retreat from accountability and undermines confidence in the government’s
commitment to fair lending and banking practices.
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ANCA Eastern Region Gala
Unites Community in Service to
the Armenian Cause

The Armenian National Committee of America

Eastern Region brought together hundreds of community leaders, elected officials, and
grassroots advocates on October 11, 2025, at the Ronald Reagan Building and
International Trade Center for its 19th Annual Gala — a powerful demonstration of the
community’s unshakable commitment to the Armenian Cause. The event honored
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lifelong servants of the Armenian community and allies, and saluted the growing
Armenian professional network, while raising critical funds for the organization’s
grassroots work across 31 Eastern U.S. states.

The gala raised over $300,000 to support the ANCA Eastern Region’s vital civic
engagement efforts, youth leadership programs, and efforts to advance Armenian
security, justice for Artsakh, and the viability of the Armenian nation.
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The PEACE Act: Symbolism
Over Substance in Addressing
Azerbaijan’s Aggression

Past week, Congressman Darrell Issa, Vice
Chairman of the U.S. House Committee on Foreign
Affairs, introduced the so-called “PEACE Act” —a
bill that is being portrayed as a bold measure to
deter further Azerbaijani aggression against
Armenia.

Despite claims the PEACE Act would apply “unprecedented sanctions” against
Azerbaijan, the bill is a paper tiger — designed to appear tough, while redundant,
unenforceable and narrow in scope. Sanctions would apply only to “renewed
aggression” against Armenia — while neglecting Azerbaijan’s ongoing occupation of
sovereign Armenian territory, the detention and abuse of Armenian hostages, the
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destruction of Armenian heritage and property, and the right of Artsakh’s Armenians to
return to their homes in safety and dignity.

As a result, the PEACE Act holds Azerbaijan to a very low standard of accountability —
“deterring” only “renewed aggression”, while excusing and normalizing Azerbaijan’s
ongoing human rights abuses and occupation of Armenian territory. A cheap
consolation prize for Armenia that would close the door on real justice and
accountability.
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Armenian National Committee
of America Endorses Craig
Haggard for Indiana’s 4th
Congressional District

The Armenian National Committee of America
(ANCA) has endorsed State Representative Craig
Haggard in his race for Indiana’s 4th Congressional District. A Republican representing
Indiana’s 57th State House District, Haggard has engaged with the Armenian American
community, meeting with community leaders to better understand and advocate for
their priorities.

“Rep. Haggard will join the growing number of Republican lawmakers in Washington
calling for a just and lasting peace between Armenia and Azerbaijan—one rooted in
accountability that guarantees the right of return for the 120,000 displaced Armenian
civilians of Artsakh and ensures the immediate release of all Armenian prisoners of war
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and civilian captives held by the Azerbaijani government,” said ANCA activist Dave
Krikorian.

“As a Member of Congress, I will seek to strengthen the relationship between the
United States and Armenia, the oldest Christian nation in the world,” said Indiana State
Representative Craig Haggard. “I stand with President Trump in asking the government
of Azerbaijan to immediately release all Armenian prisoners of war.”
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In response to months of sustained Armenian Caucus pressure and relentless Armenian
American advocacy, the Trump-Vance Administration, this past week — in an
unprecedented move — announced that the United States is actively encouraging both
Yerevan and Baku to ensure “the return of ethnic Armenians to Nagorno-Karabakh,”
reported the Armenian National Committee of America (ANCA).

The September 25, 2025 letter articulating this newly announced Trump-Vance policy —
signed by Paul D. Guaglianone of the State Department’s Bureau of Legislative Affairs —
also explained that the United States is “closely monitoring the trials of detained ethnic
Armenians in Azerbaijan, and — in a previously undisclosed move — confirmed that
“officials at U.S. Embassy Baku attend legal proceedings whenever possible.”
Guaglianone closed by affirming that the State Department continues “to call on the
Azerbaijani government to protect Armenian heritage sites in Nagorno-Karabakh.”
“We welcome the commitments undertaken by the Trump-Vance Administration in its
response to a bipartisan letter signed by 87 members of the Armenian Caucus, and are
already working with our Congressional allies, coalition partners, and community
activists to translate these commitments into concrete action,” said ANCA Executive
Director Aram Hamparian. “Our hard-fought progress on each of these fronts — Artsakh
refugees, Armenian hostages, and Christian churches —is a tribute to our collective
resilience, our enduring resolve in the face of Yerevan’s indifference and Azerbaijan’s
intense opposition.”
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ANCA Affirms Artsakh’s Rights;
Rejects Bill Locking in ADVANCES

Azerbaijan’s Genocidal Gains ARTSAKH'S * &
R[GHT OF "%

RETURN

-

2

The Armenian National Committee of America

(ANCA) issued a statement today announcing its
opposition to the passage of H.R.5632 — “a
misguided measure that locks in Azerbaijan’s genocidal actions, by normalizing its
ethnic cleansing of Artsakh (Nagorno Karabakh), while leaving out legitimate claims for
redress concerning Artsakh refugees, Armenian hostages, Christian holy sites, and
Azerbaijan’s military occupation.”

The full text of the ANCA’s statement is provided below:
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Armenian National Committee of America Statement Opposing H.R.5632
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ANCA Endorses Abigail
Spanberger for Virginia
Governor

The Armenian National Committee of America
(ANCA) has endorsed former U.S. Representative
Abigail Spanberger in her campaign for Governor
of the Commonwealth of Virginia, citing her consistent and courageous leadership on
Armenian American priorities during her three terms representing Virginia’s 7th
Congressional District from 2019 to 2025.

Spanberger earned consistent “A” ratings from the ANCA and multiple endorsements
for re-election to Congress based on her unwavering advocacy for Armenia’s security
and sovereignty, sanctions against Azerbaijan for its genocidal ethnic cleansing of
Artsakh, support for the right of return of forcibly displaced Armenians, the immediate
release of Armenian prisoners of war, and strong U.S. reaffirmation and education about
the Armenian Genocide.

“Former Congresswoman Spanberger has been a steadfast champion for the Armenian
American community, especially in the Commonwealth of Virginia, and a powerful
voice for justice in the South Caucasus,” stated long-time ANCA leader Bedros
Bandazian, from the Richmond area. “Her moral clarity, legislative leadership, and
willingness to speak truth to power on behalf of the Armenian people have earned her
the trust and respect of our community. Her experience and principled leadership will
be a valuable asset for all Virginians. We are proud to support her candidacy for
Governor of Virginia.”
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ANCA-WR 2025 Gala Honors
Legacy, Inspires a New Chapter
in Armenian-American
Advocacy

From national policymakers to grassroots

advocates, the ANCA-WR 2025 Gala brought together political and religious leaders,
public officials, and community members for an evening of celebrating a year of
strategic advocacy, honoring champions of justice, and reaffirming a united
commitment to advancing the Armenian Cause.

Los Angeles, CA — The Armenian National Committee of America — Western Region
(ANCA-WR) held its highly anticipated 2025 Gala Banquet on Sunday, October 26,
gathering hundreds of community leaders, public officials, and grassroots advocates to
celebrate the region’s impactful year of advocacy and honor individuals whose
leadership and service have strengthened the Armenian Cause.

Held at the Fairmont Century Plaza Hotel, this year’s sold-out Gala marked a
celebration of perseverance, unity, and policy progress. Attendees were welcomed by
Banquet Committee Chairlady Liliane Arejian, whose leadership helped organize an
unforgettable evening.
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A New Policy and the Armenian National
Committee of America (ANCA) and have rallied a
coalition of 18 U.S. organizations to oppose the
potential inclusion of Azerbaijan in the International Security Force (ISF) planned for
Gaza under President Trump’s 20-Point Plan. The coalition released a statement urging
the United States and international partners to reject any Azerbaijani military presence
in the force, citing its ethnic cleansing of Artsakh’s Armenian population in 2023 and
deep military partnership with Israel as disqualifying factors.

The coalition statement — first reported in Politico’s National Security Daily — warns
that international security forces must bring both impartiality and a demonstrated track
record of respect for human rights — standards that Azerbaijan fails to meet on both
counts.

According to media reports, Azerbaijan is being considered as a potential contributor to
the ISF despite its well-documented pattern of human rights abuses and its extensive
military and economic ties to Israel. The coalition argues these connections
fundamentally undermine any claim to impartiality in a Gaza peacekeeping mission.
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EAF]D Statement on the
Armenia Prayer Breakfast

The European Armenian Federation for Justice and
Democracy (EAFJD) expresses its deep concern and
indignation regarding the upcoming Armenia
Prayer Breakfast, scheduled for November 14-15,
2025, with the support and participation of the
Armenian Prime Minister.

While the promotion of interfaith dialogue is an essential and respected element of
Armenian spiritual heritage, the EAF]D regrets that this event appears to constitute yet
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another instance in which the current Armenian authorities instrumentalize religious
traditions for political purposes. Such actions risk undermining the genuine spiritual
and reconciliatory intent that prayer gatherings are meant to embody.

The initiative appears designed to distract from the government’s ongoing anti-
democratic actions and its systematic campaign of pressure against the Armenian
Apostolic Church — the spiritual cornerstone of the Armenian nation — and to lend
legitimacy and credence to its increasingly authoritarian policies and steps.
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Action

In response to letters sent by the NSW
Parliamentary Friends of Armenia and the
National Council of Churches Australia (NCCA)
the Minister for Foreign Affairs, Senator the Hon.
Penny Wong, has outlined Australia’s position on
Armenian heritage desecration by Azerbaijan,
rights for displaced Armenians from Artsakh and

arbitrary arrests by Azerbaijan.

In the formal responses to the NCCA and NSW Parliamentary Friends of Armenia,
Minister Wong reaffirmed the Australian Government’s position on Azerbaijan’s
erasure of Armenian identity in Artsakh and said “Australia joined the statement on the
Situation in Nagorno-Karabakh at the 54th Session of the Human Rights Council that
urged Azerbaijan to protect Armenian cultural and religious heritage.”

Regarding the rights of displaced Armenians from Artsakh, the letter said, “at the time,
I released a statement making clear Azerbaijan should guarantee the rights and security
of the inhabitants of Nagorno-Karabakh and those who wish to return.”
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