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Bipartisan Peters-Cassidy
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PETERS + CASSIDY  Resolution Aims to Condemn
U.S. SENATORS GARY PETERS (D-MI) .o 5 . .
AN Dk Lmianc Azerbaijan’s Ethnic Cleansing of

Artsakh Armenians

Senators Gary Peters (D-MI) and Bill Cassidy (R-
LA) introduced a comprehensive bipartisan Senate
resolution today condemning Azerbaijan’s ethnic
cleansing of Artsakh (Nagorno Karabakh), calling for targeted sanctions against
President Aliyev’s genocidal regime, demanding the immediate release of illegally held
Armenian prisoners, seeking a prohibition on U.S. military aid to Azerbaijan, and
affirming the right of return of Artsakh’s population with strong security protections,
reported the Armenian National Committee of America (ANCA).

“We welcome today’s introduction of this Senate Resolution by Senators Peters and
Cassidy as yet another marker of growing bipartisan Congressional support for Artsakh’s
rights,” said ANCA Executive Director Aram Hamparian. “By strongly condemning
Azerbaijan’s brutal actions and calling for decisive international measures, this
resolution reaffirms our American commitment to Artsakh’s rights — putting in place a
robust framework for accountability and justice.”

Resolution co-author Dr. Cassidy explained, “Azerbaijan is holding Europe hostage
because of their energy, but Louisiana has enough energy to meet Europe’s needs. The
world cannot enable a dictator.”
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U.S. Defense Spending Bill Gives

Azerbaijan a Free Pass

AncACHaRMAN | TIE 1 LASa- Despite sustained Congressional efforts to
) statutorily prohibit U.S. military aid to Azerbaijan,

the FY25 National Defense Authorization Act
(NDAA) — that was adopted by the U.S. Senate
today and is expected to be signed into law by
President Biden — failed to include multiple provisions to hold Azerbaijan accountable
for its ethnic cleansing of Artsakh, reported the Armenian National Committee of
America (ANCA).

“In the wake of Azerbaijan’s genocide of Artsakh, and amid its ongoing occupation of
sovereign Armenian territory, this year’s defense spending bill grants Baku’s repressive
Aliyev regime a free pass for its crimes against humanity,” stated ANCA National Board
Chair Raffi Hamparian. “Despite considerable bipartisan and bicameral support for
efforts led by Congressional Armenian Caucus members to hold Azerbaijan accountable,
the final version of the NDAA reflects continued indifference and complicity by the
United States in the face of Azerbaijan’s genocidal aggression against Armenia and
Artsakh.”

The ANCA worked with Congressional allies to propose multiple amendments aimed at
holding Azerbaijan accountable for its actions against Armenians and strengthening
U.S.-Armenia relations:
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“This resolution highlights the
necessity for the EU Executive

to enact comprehensive and

effective measures to dissuade
the Aliyev regime from its policies of repression and
injustice”- EAFJD President on the latest EP resolution
on Azerbaijan

In its plenary session in December 19, the European Parliament (EP) adopted the
resolution on “The Continued repression of civil society and independent media in
Azerbaijan and the cases of Dr Gubad Ibadoghlu, Anar Mammadli, Kamran Mammadli,
Rufat Safarov and Meydan TV” with 434 votes in favour, 30 against, and 89 abstentions.
This vote was preceded by a parliamentary debate on the subject on 18 December.

The Members of the European Parliament strongly condemn the repression of press
freedom and the crackdown on dissent by the Aliyev regime and call on the EU
executive to enact targeted sanctions against Azerbaijani officials violating human rights
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and suspending the 2022 Memorandum of Understanding on a Strategic Partnership in
the Field of Energy, further insisting that Azerbaijan must “unconditionally release and
drop all charges against human rights defenders, journalists, political and other activists
prosecuted under fabricated and politically motivated charges”.

The European Parliament has strongly condemned the ongoing repression of civil
society, independent media, and political opposition in Azerbaijan. The resolution
highlights the escalating crackdown since 2023, particularly intensified around the
COP29 summit, and calls for the immediate release of all political prisoners. The
resolution further highlights the routine violation of prisoners’ human rights, including
inhumane detention conditions, torture, and targeted harassment of female political
prisoners.
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LaTEST The Armenian National Committee of Australia
(ANC-AU) hosted its annual Gala events in
Melbourne and Sydney, raising a remarkable
$155,000 to advance its advocacy efforts, and
honoured Ann-Marie Hermans MP, Artsakh
political prisoners, Tom Joyner, Mr Sarkis Yedelian

Thousand Dollars and Honours

Community Champions

ANC-AU Gala Raises and Honours

and Mr Sarkis Mouradian.
The events in Melbourne and Sydney brought together over 200 guests, including
federal and state politicians, councillors, community leaders, and distinguished
supporters of the Armenian cause.

The organisation’s highest honour, the ANC-AU Freedom Award was presented to
Artsakh Political Prisoners, including Mr Arkadi Ghukasyan, Mr Arayik Harutyunyan,
Mr Bako Sahakyan, Mr Davit Ishkhanyan, Mr Davit Manukyan, Mr Davit Babayan, Mr
Levon Mnatsakanyan and Ruben Vardanyan, who are currently captive by the
Azerbaijani petro-dictatorship. The award was accepted by Permanent Representative of
the Republic of Artsakh in Australia, Mr Kaylar Michaelian.
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Paul Fletcher MP Sponsors
Armenian Politicial Prisoner
Davit Ishkhanyan

Paul Fletcher MP — Federal Member for Bradfield
has penned a powerful letter to the Azerbaijani
Embassy calling for the immediate release of Mr
Davit Ishkhanyan, former Speaker of the National
Assembly of the Republic of Artsakh.

The letter addressed to Mr Vagif Jafarov, Charge
d’Affaires of the Embassy of the Republic of
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Azerbaijan, calls on the Azerbaijani representative
to provide regulars updates as to the condition of
Mr Ishkhanyan’s mental and physical health on a

lic of Azerbaij
SVt Pace, OMaley ACT 2606

monthly basis. S ——

Mr Ishkhanyan is one of twenty three Armenian ?;::mmw e it e
Hostages known to be held captive by Azerbaijani z""“m"“:‘“ e
forces since the ethnic cleansing of Artsakh. e :

The letter reads: “I had the pleasure of personally Mm::m oo m""mz"“m“:;“mh,ﬁ?’@m
meeting with Mr Ishkhanyan in our Federal o — s Wﬂ )
Parliament alongside a dozen of my parliamentary e e

If Azerbaijan treats its own citizens in such ways, I shudder to imagine how it might treat

colleagues back in 2019 and thus the conditions of ——— e
. . . ogular updates on Mr. Ishkbanyn's mentaland physical balth. 1 wm
his arrest and detention by the State Security et e i
. .. . . . Furthermore, T ask you to convey my sponsorship of Mr Davit Ishkhanyan to your
Service of Azerbaijani are of particularly special e Ty =

concern to me.”
Mr Fletcher ended his letter with the following
powerful remarks: “The world is watching

Azerbaijan. Australia is watching Azerbaijan.”
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