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Hamparian: ANCA’s
Harris/Trump Non-

el ['ndorsement in the 2024

Americans.

Presidential Elections Explained

Neither US presidential candidate has earned the ANCA’s endorsement.
Both tickets bear responsibility for arming Azerbaijan, enabling genocide, and
abandoning Artsakh. Neither has in any way renounced or reversed these reckless,
irresponsible, and genocide-aligned policies.

We remain engaged with both parties and welcome their WORDS of support for
Armenian American policy priorities — recognizing that campaign statements do help
set a rough benchmark for the framing of our issues in Washington, DC moving
forward but — given our own experience — clearly do not represent any sort of
contractual commitment for actual policy once in office.

We must remember, however, that these statements — made by the Americans seeking
to lead our nation — are, in fact, the result of our work — the standing and respect we
have earned through relentless grassroots fieldwork in Michigan, Pennsylvania,
Wisconsin, Georgia, North Carolina, Nevada, Arizona and other swing states.
Politicians are seeking to earn our votes, which is how our democracy is supposed to
work.
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Unprecedented Armenian
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SENATE AND HOUSE

1 .
e BN American Electoral Impact

The Armenian National Committee of America
IV  (ANCA) welcomed the unprecedented impact of
Armenian American voters this election cycle —

the result of a year-long ANCA campaign to strategically leverage the electoral power of
our community and coalition partners in key Presidential swing states and hotly
contested Congressional elections.

“The ANCA played this election smart,” explained ANCA Executive Director Aram
Hamparian in a video issued following the nationwide closing of polls on November
5th. “We did not lower our bar or compromise our values, but we did raise our voices
and leverage our votes. We did not accept promises, but we did demand accountability.”
The ANCA did not endorse either presidential candidate, explained Hamparian, instead
focusing on creating “political costs for those who cross our community — who arm and
abet the genocide of Armenians,” and elevating Armenian American concerns —
“Artsakh first among them — in the U.S. political arena — as American electoral
priorities.”

Hamparian thanked Armenian Americans and coalition partners for helping the
community “emerge from this election cycle far stronger than we entered it — respected
as a powerful swing state constituency, with voice and vote — impact and influence.”
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Markey, Whitehouse, and
Pallone Lead Congressional
Calls at COP29 for Return of
Armenians to Artsakh,

Azerbaijan’s Release of

Armenian Hostages

Amid Aliyev-government repression and intimidation during the COP29 climate
conference in Baku — with their personal safety on the line — Senators Ed Markey (D-
MA) and Sheldon Whitehouse (D-RI) and Congressional Armenian Caucus founding
Co-Chair Frank Pallone (D-NJ) championed the right of return of Artsakh’s ethnically
cleansed Armenian population, and advocated for the Azerbaijan’s immediate release of
Armenian hostages, reported the Armenian National Committee of America (ANCA).
“We join with Armenians across our homeland and diaspora in thanking Senators
Markey and Whitehouse, and of course, Armenian Caucus founding co-chair Frank
Pallone for demanding the freedom of Armenian hostages and the return of Artsakh’s
Armenians,” stated ANCA Executive Director Aram Hamparian. “Baku’s attempt to
hijack COP29 to greenwash its crimes have backfired — succeeding only in shining a
global spotlight on the Aliyev regime’s corruption and pollution, aggression and
repression.”

During press conferences in Baku and Washington DC, Senators Whitehouse, Markey,
and Rep. Pallone pressed against Azerbaijani government and pro-Aliyev media efforts
to greenwash the genocide of Artsakh’s 120,000 indigenous Armenian population and
ongoing illegal imprisonment of 23 Armenian hostages and hundreds of Azerbaijani
political prisoners.

During a November 16th COP29 press conference in Baku, when confronted by an
Azerbaijani TV reporter about why the U.S. had not sanctioned Armenia, Senator
Whitehouse replied, “Senator Markey and I support Armenia, both of us. We are very
regretful that the dislocation of so many Armenians has taken place. To put it mildly,
I'm far from convinced that Armenians are to blame for that. And I don’t want to dwell
in the home of my hosts on human rights issues, but if that were to be the topic, I would
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not be very complimentary.”
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ANCA Leaders Gather at Reagan
Presidential Library for Federal
Policy Retreat

Armenian National Committee of America
(ANCA) leaders from across the country recently
gathered at the Ronald Reagan Presidential Library
and Museum for an ANCA Federal Policy Retreat to chart new strategies for advancing
pro-Armenian policy priorities in the wake of the 2024 election cycle.

The November 23, 2024, day-long seminar provided a robust platform to assess our
community’s growing electoral impact — particularly across key swing states. The forum
also focused on putting into place bold, new approaches to leveraging the growing
power of Armenian American voters to advance the Armenian Cause in Washington,
DC’s rapidly changing political landscape. Key areas of focus at the ANCA Federal
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Policy Retreat included engagement with the incoming Trump-Vance Administration
and cooperation with newly elected Members of Congress, including the more than
ninety percent of ANCA’s endorsed federal candidates who won their elections.
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- Return Home

Faith-Based and Civil Society Groups Call for an
— @ F @HALC @ b International Platform to Negotiate the Collective,
Protected, and Dignified Return of Artsakh’s
Armenians
A broad-based global coalition of faith-based and civil society organizations are
endorsing a public call to establish an international negotiating platform to facilitate,
under an international mandate, “the universally recognized right of indigenous
Artsakh Armenian refugees to a collective, protected, and dignified return home.”
The joint statement calls for “an international negotiating platform for Artsakh,
Azerbaijan, and other regional and global stakeholders to realize, under an international
mandate, the universally recognized right of indigenous Artsakh Armenian refugees to a
collective, protected, and dignified return home.”
As a result of Azerbaijan’s 2023 genocide of Artsakh, over 150,000 indigenous
Armenians have been forcibly displaced from their ancestral homeland of thousands of
years. Azerbaijan’s ethnic cleansing followed a ten month blockade that deprived the
region’s Armenian population of food, medicine, fuel, electricity, and other essential, in
brazen defiance of international law.
The ‘right of return’ is a universally acknowledged principle of international law that
guarantees the right of every person to voluntary return to their country of origin —
regardless of citizenship or status. The right is established in several treaties and
conventions, including the 1948 Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the 1966
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, and the 1948 Fourth Geneva Convention.
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executive leadership in the run
up to COP29

In the statement published today, the EU
parliamentarians elaborate: “In the run-up to Conference of the Parties — COP29 to be
held in Azerbaijan in November 2024, we would like to emphasize that besides being an
impactful and significant conference on climate, it also embodies commitment to
principles of justice and human dignity. Hence, it is of paramount importance for the
host country, in this case Azerbaijan, to showcase commitment to these principles too.”
The Members of the European Parliament state, “In line with the relevant resolutions
and reports of the European Parliament, adopted since May 2021, we call on the
Azerbaijani Government to

¢ immediately and unconditionally release all Armenian prisoners of war,
hostages and captives in Baku, including the military-political leadership of
Nagorno Karabakh;

¢ ensure that the Armenian cultural and religious heritage in Nagorno Karabakh
stays intact, including the monasteries khachkars and refrain from their
albanisation as well as history revisionism;

e refrain from threats and any aggression against the Republic of Armenia,
withdraw the Azerbaijani military forces from the occupied territories of the
Republic of Armenia.”
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A conference titled “COP29 in
Baku: Greenwashing an Ethnic

Cleansing?” took place in the

European Parliament

On 6 November 2024 a conference titled “COP29 in Baku: Greenwashing an Ethnic
Cleansing?” was held at the European Parlement. The conference focused on various
aspects of holding this global UN conference in Azerbaijan, notably in the context of
the developments in the region, such as the ethnic cleansing of the indigenous
Armenian population of Nagorno Karabakh/ Artsakh by Azerbaijan. It shed light on the
ongoing campaign of the Azerbaijan government to whitewash the forcible
displacement of the native Armenian population as well as the country’s egregious
human rights record, its environmental negligence, inter alia by hosting the COP29
summit in Baku.

Hosted by Member of the European Parliament — MEP Loucas Fourlas (EPP, Cyprus)
and facilitated by the European Armenian Federation for Justice and Democracy
(EAFJD), the event was attended by MEPs from different political groups, their advisers,
Belgian politicians, diplomates, civil society representatives, journalists and
representatives of the Armenian community in Belgium. The opening remarks were
delivered by MEP Fourlas, H.E. Tigran Balayan — Ambassador of Armenia to Belgium
and Head of Mission of Armenia to the European Union and the President of EAFJD
Kaspar Karampetian.

The conference featured four key-note speakers: Simon Papuashvili — the programme
director of Eastern Europe and South Caucasus at IPHR, Catalina De La Sota —
international lawyer and member of the Paris Bar, Siranush Sargsyan — internationally
published journalist from Nagorno-Karabakh/Artsakh, David Vardanyan — the son of
the well-known philanthropist, former State Minister of Nagorno Karabakh/Artsakh,
Ruben Vardanyan who is currently held hostage in Baku.
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EAFJD sends an open letter,
disapproving the recent
comments posted on X by the

European Council President
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LETTER TO PRESIDENT CHARLES MICHEL
ON HIS PARTICIPATION TO COP29

Charles Michel congratulating
President Aliyev ahead of
COP29.

As a pan-European civil society organisation with
committees in fourteen European countries and
simply as EU citizens who are committed to human rights, human dignity, we find your
recent congratulatory statement to President Aliyev on hosting COP29 on X demeaning
for someone who represents the EU on the highest level and speaks on its behalf.

We do understand the necessity of diplomatic courtesy. Nevertheless, diplomacy never
equals to undermining the moral credibility of a whole political Union such as the EU,
certainly not to please the authoritarian leader of a small oil dictatorship such as
Azerbaijan which committed an ethnic cleansing a year ago, as testified by the
European Parliament several times.

On 24 October 2024 the Plenary of the European Parliament adopted a resolution with
a vast majority, condemning Azerbaijan for violations of human rights and international
law. Paragraph Q of the resolution emphasizes that Azerbaijan’s attack on Nagorno
Karabakh “represents a gross violation of human rights and international law, a clear
breach of the trilateral ceasefire statement of 9 November 2020 and a failure to uphold
commitments made during EU-mediated negotiations”.

President Michel, we would like to remind you that the EU-mediated negotiations were
led by you. Azerbaijan thus failed to uphold the commitments made to the EU and to
you personally as the chief negotiator on behalf of the EU. In fact, you had publicly
emphasized several times that the fundamental rights of the Armenian population of
Nagorno Karabakh were a matter of principle for the EU. In response, Azerbaijan
carried out a textbook example of an ethnic cleansing. Unfortunately, we must observe
that not only your mediation failed but also your activity in its aftermath continues to
damage the reputation of the EU.
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BELGIAN POLITICIANS AND PARLIAMENTARIANS
ADDRESS A STATEMENT TO THE AZERBALJAN
GOVERNMENT AND THE BELGIAN GOVERNMENT
AS COP29 UNFOLDS

governments COP29 unfolds

In the backdrop of the COP29 currently taking

place in Baku 20 members of the Belgian Federal

Parliament, the Flemish Parliament, the Walloon Parliament and the Parliament of the
Brussels-Capital-Region address the Azerbaijani Government and the Belgian
government’s delegation to COP29, with three main demands: liberation of the
Armenian prisoners of war in Azerbaijan. protection of Armenian cultural heritage in
Nagorno Karabakh/Artsakh and withdrawal of the Azerbaijani forces from the occupied
sovereign territory of the Republic of Armenia well as restraint of any kind of
Azerbaijani aggression against the Republic of Armenia.

The Belgians politicians and parliamentarians who co-signed this statement stem from
the major political parties of the country, i.e. MR, Les Engagés, DéFI, N-VA, CD&V,
Vooruit and Groen. The presidents of MR — Georges-Louis Bouchez, of Les Engagés —
Maxime Prévot, and of Defi — Sophie Rohonyi also endorsed the statement.

The Belgian politicians emphasize that as the host country, Azerbaijan has an obligation
to demonstrate a tangible commitment to the fundamental principles of human rights,
human dignity, and justice. Further they state their demands by recalling the
resolutions on the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict adopted by the Belgian Federal
Parliament, the Flemish Parliament, the Walloon Parliament since December 16, 2020.
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ANC-AU Gala Raises 155

Thousand Dollars and Honours .
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The Armenian National Committee of Australia ATERT
(ANC-AU) hosted its annual Gala events in
Melbourne and Sydney, raising a remarkable
$155,000 to advance its advocacy efforts, and
honoured Ann-Marie Hermans MP, Artsakh
political prisoners, Tom Joyner, Mr Sarkis Yedelian
and Mr Sarkis Mouradian.

The events in Melbourne and Sydney brought together over 200 guests, including
federal and state politicians, councillors, community leaders, and distinguished
supporters of the Armenian cause.

The organisation’s highest honour, the ANC-AU Freedom Award was presented to
Artsakh Political Prisoners, including Mr Arkadi Ghukasyan, Mr Arayik Harutyunyan,
Mr Bako Sahakyan, Mr Davit Ishkhanyan, Mr Davit Manukyan, Mr Davit Babayan, Mr
Levon Mnatsakanyan and Ruben Vardanyan, who are currently captive by the
Azerbaijani petro-dictatorship. The award was accepted by Permanent Representative of
the Republic of Artsakh in Australia, Mr Kaylar Michaelian.

In addition, the ANC-AU also announced the 2024 Armenian-Australian Community’s
Friend of the Year Award recipient as Ann-Marie Hermans MP, honouring her
involvement in establishing the Parliamentary Friends of Armenia in Victoria and
taking the charge in preventing the establishment of the Parliamentary Friends of
Azerbaijan in Victoria.

R
-

Community Champions

ANC-AU Gala Raises and Honours
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