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Statement by ANC-

International on the closure of
OSCE Minsk process

Today, the OSCE Ministerial Council adopted a decision, through a silent procedure, to
close the OSCE Minsk structures and their associated financial resources. This decision
follows the joint appeal of the Armenian and Azerbaijani Foreign Ministers, dated 8
August 2025 and circulated on 11 August.

This “joint appeal” was not the product of free will. It was one of Azerbaijan’s
preconditions for signing the so-called “Peace Agreement,” finalized in March 2025 and
publicized on 11 August, but still unsigned due to Azerbaijan’s ever-expanding demands
—including forcing Armenia to amend its Constitution. Armenia agreed to issue the
“joint appeal” under the threat and use of force, making it an invalid instrument under
international law.

The Armenian government’s policy of appeasing Azerbaijan—driven above all by the
desire to cling to power—does not serve the interests of the Armenian state and nation
and represents a serious blow to the right of self-determination of the people of
Nagorno-Karabakh. In 2021, it came to office on the promise of a different path,
presenting the National Assembly with a program that pledged the opposite of what it
now enforces.

By endorsing the Azerbaijan-Armenia “joint appeal”, the OSCE is legitimizing the use
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of force as a method of dispute settlement. This follows Azerbaijan’s ethnic cleansing of
Nagorno-Karabakh in September—October 2023, when 120,000 Armenians were
expelled from their ancestral homeland through siege, blockade, and military assault on
civilians. These acts, widely documented and corroborated, amount to crimes under
international law.

Text Link

Zuynwpwpnipjnia GUZY

Uhtuhh gnpoplipugh
ndwpdwt yepupkpyuyg

Ujuop BUZY twhuiwpupulwi junphnipgp «nine pipuguljupgny» npnonud k
punnil) nuswpknt GUZY Uhtuljh upnygubpp b punupkgubine nputg
dhuwtiuwmjus Uhongubipp: Uju npnonudp hwenpnly k Zuywuwnwh b Unpplowtth
wpuwphl gnpskph twhiwpupttph 2025p. ognuwninuh 8-h hwdwnkn nhunulht,
nnp nwpwdykg ognuwnnuh 11-ht:

Uju <hwuwdwwntn nhunidp» wquun judph wpinwhwynnud skp: dw Unpphowtth
ynnuhg wupnunpjws twooyguydubbphg Akl bp wyjugbu Ynsfws
«uununnipyut yuydwbtwghpp» uinnpugpbjnt hwdwp, npp yepptwljut inkuph
En plipyty 2025p. dupunht b hpwwywpwljyk) ognunnuh 11-ht, vwuyt vhts wydd
sh unnpugpyl) Unpphowth donwugbu wénn wwhwbelbph yungwnni,
Ukpunyuy Zwjuunuiht Uwhdwbwunpnipynip thojubjne hwplungpubpp:
Zuyuunnwtp hwdwdwjuby | wyy <hwdwntn nhudnidhy nidh b npu uyuntiwhph
Yhpwndwt wuydwtbpnid, htgh hbnnbwupny wjt, thpwqquyhtt hpuwyniuph
hwdwdwyl, hwdwpynid £ widuybp:

Zajwuinuth jupwupnipyul’ Unpphewitht wiptnhwwn ghelynt
punupuljwimpiniip yuyiuiwynpdws howbnipniip yuhwwbkng
gutiljmipjudp, sh Swnwjnid huyng whwnnipjut b wqquyhtt pwhbpht b nipg
hwpqws k hwuginid Upguijuh dnnnypnp hupunpnodwt hpuwyniupht: 2021p.
holuwbinipyubt quyny wyu jupw]wpmpjniip fenuinwgh) bp wwuppbp ninh,
Uqquyjhtt dnnnyht ubpluyugubkinyg vh spwughp, np wydd hpuwbwgynnh ghown
hwjunwlu kp:

Text Link

ANCA Rallies Grassroots in
Washington for Armenia and
Artsakh

The Armenian National Committee of America
(ANCA) Eastern and Western Regions mobilized a
powerful nationwide grassroots coalition for
September Advocacy Days, held from September 15 to 17 in Washington, DC,
advancing an array of strategic policy priorities aligned with the survival of Artsakh and
the security of Armenia.

Armenian Americans and allies from across the United States traveled to the nation’s
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capital to promote a focused legislative agenda rooted in accountability for Azerbaijan’s
war crimes, justice for Artsakh’s Armenians, and the protection of Armenia’s
sovereignty.

The three-day initiative featured over one hundred Congressional meetings, with an
intergenerational delegation of Armenian American advocates — including first-time
participants, seasoned organizers, and alumni of ANCA’s Rising Leaders, Leo Sarkisian
and Maral Melkonian Avetisyan Fellowships, Kasparian Summer Academy and Hovig
Apo Saghdejian Capital Gateway programs — urging lawmakers to support legislative
efforts that address the ongoing consequences of Azerbaijan’s genocidal ethnic cleansing
of Artsakh in September 2023.
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The House Foreign Affairs Committee today
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adopted Armenian National Committee of America (ANCA) backed amendments to
the Fiscal Year 2026 State Department Authorization Bill (H.R.5300), directing the
State Department to secure the release of Armenian prisoners of war, safeguard
Armenian religious and cultural heritage, and support the right of return for the
forcibly displaced Armenians of Artsakh. In a further step forward for accountability,
the Committee also passed an amendment calling for a comprehensive report on
Turkey’s regional destabilization.

“Despite all the stakeholders trying to erase Artsakh, forsake hostages, and
abandon our holy sites, the U.S. House Foreign Affairs Committee — on a
bipartisan basis — took a strong stand today for the return of Armenians to Artsakh,
the release of Armenian hostages, and the protection of our Christian holy sites,”
said ANCA Executive Director Aram Hamparian. “We will continue to fight efforts to
normalize genocide — to legitimize ethnic cleansing — because doing so only invites
more genocide, further ethnic cleansing.”
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Titus and Bilirakis Lead
Bipartisan Azerbaijan Sanctions
Bill

Representatives Dina Titus (D-NV) and Gus US P ONATS 00 \ s
Bilirakis (R-FL) introduced the Azerbaijan BIPARTISAN TITUS-BILIRAKIS SANCTIONS BILL SEEKS
Sanctions Review Act of 2025 (H.R.5369), AZERDALAN' RELEASE U ARMENMAN MOSTAGES
bipartisan legislation directing the Trump-Vance

Administration to review the applicability of Global Magnitsky Human Rights
Accountability Act sanctions against Azerbaijani officials responsible for war crimes,
human rights abuses, and the ongoing illegal detention of Armenian prisoners of war
and civilian captives. The Armenian National Committee of America (ANCA)
welcomed the introduction of the measure and is mobilizing nationwide to secure
broad bipartisan support for its passage.

The bill’s findings cite Azerbaijan’s record of atrocities, including its 2020 war, 2023
genocidal ethnic cleansing of Artsakh, and the ongoing unlawful imprisonment,
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torture, and sham trials of Armenian captives, noting: “Azerbaijan’s continued
detainment, torture, extrajudicial execution, and other serious human rights violations
against prisoners of war and captured civilians calls into serious question their
commitment to human rights and ability to negotiate an equitable, lasting peace

settlement.”
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The Armenian National Committee of America (ANCA) is supporting a series of pro-
Armenian amendments to the Fiscal Year 2026 National Defense Authorization Act
(NDAA), a far-ranging piece of national security legislation under consideration in both
the House (H.R.3838) and Senate (S.2296).
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The ANCA-backed provisions seek to block military aid to Azerbaijan, strengthen
Armenia’s security, secure the release of Armenian prisoners, return Armenians to
Artsakh, and enforce restrictions on arms transfers to Turkey.

“Azerbaijan’s ongoing abuse of illegally held Armenian hostages, military occupation of
sovereign Armenian territory, and destruction of Artsakh’s Christian heritage will
continue until it is held to account — in Washington, DC and in capitals around the
world,” remarked ANCA Executive Director Aram Hamparian. “Congress must act
decisively — by cutting off military aid to Azerbaijan, strengthening Armenia’s security,
and laying the groundwork for the safe and dignified return of Artsakh’s forcibly
displaced Armenian population.”
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ANCA Calls on U.S. Attorney to
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In a September 3, 2025 letter to the U.S. Attorney

for the Southern District of Texas, ANCA Executive Director Aram Hamparian
underscored that Rep. Cuellar’s alleged corruption deprived Armenian Americans of
their constitutional right to petition their government and to participate in the
democratic process free of foreign manipulation. The letter details how, according to the
Department of Justice indictment, Cuellar conspired with foreign entities to obstruct
Armenian American advocacy in Congress in exchange for nearly $600,000 in
Azerbaijani bribes funneled through sham contracts. “Congressman Cuellar’s actions
harmed Armenian Americans by undermining the free exercise of our constitutional
right ‘peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of
grievances, covertly conspiring with a foreign entity to reduce the impact of our
advocacy as American citizens on the U.S. legislative process,” explained Hamparian in
the letter. It emphasized that Cuellar’s interventions — from blocking humanitarian aid
for Artsakh to opposing U.S.-funded demining programs in the region — had tangible
and devastating consequences for Armenian communities at home and abroad.
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ANCA Condemns Dissolution of
OSCE Minsk Group; Urges U.S.
Leadership to Hold Azerbaijan

Accountable

The Armenian National Committee of America (ANCA) sharply condemned the
dissolution of the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) Minsk
Group today, warning that the decision represents a setback to multilateral diplomatic
engagement in ensuring a just, durable, and dignified peace in the South Caucasus
region.

“The dissolution of the OSCE Minsk Group is not a step toward peace, but an
Azerbaijan-imposed condition to advance a lopsided deal secured through coercion and
the use of force. This dangerous precedent rewards Baku’s genocidal ethnic cleansing of
Artsakh, illegal imprisonment and torture of Armenian prisoners, and ongoing
occupation of sovereign Armenian lands — undermining the very principles of
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international law and diplomacy the Minsk process once embodied,” stated ANCA
Executive Director Aram Hamparian.

“U.S. leadership is more vital than ever to enforce Section 907 of the FREEDOM
Support Act, apply Global Magnitsky sanctions, and rally international partners to build
a lasting and durable South Caucasus peace based on accountability and justice —
ensuring the protected return of Artsakh’s indigenous Armenian population, the
Azerbaijan’s immediate release of Armenian prisoners, the protection of Armenian
cultural heritage, and the security and sovereignty of Armenia,” concluded Hamparian.
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Statement by The European
Armenian Federation for Justice
and Democracy (EAFJD) on the

Dissolution of the OSCE’s Minsk

Group

The European Armenian Federation for Justice and Democracy (EAF]D) strongly
condemns the OSCE Ministerial Council’s decision to formally dissolve the OSCE

Minsk structure, depriving the ethnically cleansed Armenians of Nagorno-Karabakh
from the only internationally mandated mediation format for the peaceful resolution of
the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict and the protection of their rights.

The EAF]D shares the concerns expressed by the Armenian National Committee-
International (ANC-I), stating that the decision to close the OSCE Minsk

structures “legitimizes the use of force and abandons the foundational principles of
international law.” The EAFJD firmly believes that the “joint appeal” by Armenia and
Azerbaijan, which served as the basis for the decision, represents a serious blow to the
right of self-determination of the people of Nagorno-Karabakh, the right to return to
their ancestral homeland, the protection of the cultural and religious heritage in
Nagorno-Karabakh, and omits to factor in serious lingering issues such as the occupation
of sovereign Armenian territory by Azerbaijan, the sham trials of Armenian hostages in
Baku, genocidal war crimes against innocent Armenian population of Artsakh and the
persistent Armenophobic and militant rhetoric employed by Azerbaijan against
Armenia and the Armenian people.
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La dissolution du Groupe de Minsk de 'OSCE ne constitue pas un pas vers la paix, mais
une condition imposée par I’Azerbaidjan pour faire avancer un accord déséquilibré
obtenu par la coercition. Ce dangereux précédent récompense le nettoyage ethnique de
I'’Artsakh par Bakou et sape les principes mémes du droit international que le processus
de Minsk incarnait.

Cette « demande conjointe » n’est pas le produit du libre arbitre de I’Arménie mais 'une
des — nombreuses — conditions préalables de I’Azerbaidjan pour signer '« Accord de paix
»,

L’Arménie a accepté d’émettre cette demande sous la menace et I'usage de la force, ce
qui en fait un instrument invalide selon le droit international.

Pour rappel, en septembre-octobre 2023, I'’Azerbaidjan a organisé le nettoyage ethnique
du Haut-Karabagh apres un blocus de 10 mois. Ces crimes, largement documentés, ont
forcé plus de 150 000 Arméniens a l'exil, sans résoudre la question des droits du peuple
d’Artsakh.

Abandonner la médiation internationale envoie aujourd’hui un message dangereux : la
puissance, non la loi, décide des litiges. Un tel précédent ne fait que perpétuer les cycles
de violence et saper les fondements de la paix.

La paix authentique doit garantir :
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South Australian Parliament

Adopts Motion Marking

PARLIAMENT ADOPTS Artsakh Ethnic Cleansing, Calls
MOTION MARKING

ARTSAKH ETHNIC -
CEEANSING, for Pro-Armenian Measures

CALLING FOR
PRO ARMENIAN On 17 September 2025, identical motions were

SOUTH AUSTRALIAN

MEASIRES unanimously adopted by both the South Australia

17 SERTEMBER 2025 House of Assembly and Legislative Council, calling
for Pro-Armenian measures, reported the
Armenian National Committee of Australia (ANC-
AU).
The motions, mark the fifth anniversary of the
2020 Artsakh war and the second anniversary of the ethnic cleansing of Artsakh, while
also directly calling on Azerbaijan to: immediately release 23 Armenian hostages;
withdraw from the internationally recognised borders of Armenia; end the deliberate
destruction of Armenian Christian and cultural sites in Artsakh and; allow Armenians to
return to their homes under international guarantees.
Mr Tom Koutsantonis MP, the Member for West Torrens, championed the motion in
the South Australian House of Assembly, whilst the motion in the Legislative Council
was championed by The Hon. Connie Bonaros.
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