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D ete ntion Of Arme nian 2024 Country Reports on Human Rights Practices: Azerbaijan | August 12, 2025
Prisoners, Ethnic Cleansing of

Artsakh, and Destruction of Christian Heritage

Following the release of the U.S. State Department’s 2024 Country Report on Human
Rights Practices in Azerbaijan, the Armenian National Committee of America (ANCA)
reiterates its calls for the U.S. to take immediate action to address the widely
documented human rights violations perpetrated by Azerbaijan through the immediate
reversal of the Trump Administration’s waiver of Section 907 of the FREEDOM
Support Act, the enforcement of Global Magnitsky Sanctions against Azerbaijan officials
responsible for war crimes, and the unconditional release of Armenian prisoners of war
and civilian hostages.

“The Trump Administration’s own human rights report leaves no doubt — Azerbaijan
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continues to hold and torture Armenian prisoners, destroy Armenian heritage, and
systematically erase Artsakh’s Armenian presence,” stated ANCA Executive Director
Aram Hamparian. “Waiving Section 907 rewards this record. We urge the
Administration to reverse this waiver, block arms sales, and sanction the Azerbaijani
architects of these atrocities under the Global Magnitsky Act.”
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ANCA Calls out White House
for Pushing Armenia-Azerbaijan

“THE U.S. SHOULD — IN NO WAY — BE LIFTING .
THE SECTION 907 PROHIBITION ON Deal without Artsakh Return,

U.S. MILITARY ASSISTANCE TO AZERBAIJAN.”

e Prisoner Release, or Sovereignty
- awang Safeguards

The Armenian National Committee of America (ANCA) today sharply criticized the
U.S.-brokered Armenia-Azerbaijan agreement signed today during a White House
ceremony, presided over by President Trump, as a dangerous deal that sidelines justice,
undermines Armenia’s sovereignty, and rewards Azerbaijan’s unpunished aggression.
The package fails to address the central issues at the heart of a just peace: the safe and
dignified right of return for over 150,000 Armenians ethnically cleansed from Artsakh,
the immediate and unconditional release of Armenian prisoners of war and civilian
hostages, the protection of Armenian Christian heritage, and enforceable guarantees for
Armenia’s security and sovereignty. The signing took place without any
acknowledgment of Azerbaijan’s genocidal campaign against Artsakh Armenians, its
ongoing illegal imprisonment of Artsakh leaders, or its continuing military occupation
of sovereign Armenian territory.
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Aram Hampan’an, ANCA Executive Director | 8/7/2025

Armenian Americans Call for a Real Peace

Centered on Returning Armenians to Nagorno Karabakh, Releasing Hostages, and
Delivering Justice for Baku’s War Crimes

The Armenian National Committee of America (ANCA) issued a strong warning today
against a proposed White House-brokered peace deal between Armenia and Azerbaijan
that, according to Reuters reports and internal documents leaked to reporters, would
reward Azerbaijan’s ethnic cleansing of Nagorno Karabakh’s (Artsakh) 150,000
indigenous Armenians while compromising Armenia’s sovereignty and long-term
security.

“The same Donald Trump that failed to stop Azerbaijan’s 2020 attack on Nagorno
Karabakh is now rewarding this very aggression — further compromising Armenia’s
security and sovereignty and, in the process, abetting Azerbaijan’s normalization and
formalization of its ethnic cleansing, its genocide, of more than 150,000 indigenous
Armenian Christians,” said ANCA Executive Director Aram Hamparian

According to leaked documents and news accounts, the agreement set to be signed
tomorrow would establish a new U.S.-branded “Trump Route for International Peace
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and Prosperity (TRIPP),” granting exclusive U.S. development rights to a transit
corridor through Armenia’s Syunik province. The project would provide unimpeded
access for Azerbaijan to its Nakhichevan exclave and be operated by a U.S.-subleased
commercial consortium under Armenian law.
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Statement on the recent

comments of PM Netanyahu on

the Armenian Genocide

The EAF]D welcomes all efforts to recognize the
historical injustice of the Armenian Genocide but expresses reservations about the
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timing of the comments of Israeli PM Netanyahu and lack of official action from the
Israeli government.

“We welcome any statement that brings us closer to the universal
recognition of the Armenian Genocide,” states EAFJD President Kaspar
Karampetian- “However, these comments, while encouraging, are not a
substitute for official recognition by the Knesset and the Israeli
government. A permanent and unequivocal position must be taken. The
timing of the comments is particularly sensitive, given the ongoing
conflict in Gaza. Genocide Recognition is a moral and necessary act for
defenders of justice and human dignity and should not be used as a
political or geopolitical tool”.

“The history of the Armenian Genocide and the recent ethnic cleansing of
the Armenian civilians in Nagorno-Karabakh reminds us of the horrific
consequences when international law and humanitarian principles are
ignored,” Karampetian added. “The weaponization of hunger against a
civilian population was one of the painful methods used against the
Armenians during the blockade of Lachin and in 1915. We echo the calls
for an end to the suffering in Gaza and the protection of all innocent
lives.”
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ZUROPEANS -

i between Armenia and
As Europeans for Artsakh, we reaffirm our unwavering commitment to a just and
sustainable peace in the South Caucasus. However, we are deeply concerned that
the recent peace declaration, issued during the Washington meeting, contains
significant gaps that threaten to undermine prospects for a fair and lasting o e
Azerbaijan
.

True peace cannot be achieved without addressing the rights and security of the
forcefully deported Armenians of Nagomo-Karabakh / Artsakh. We call upon the
European Union and its Member States to take an active and principled role in
ensuring that any peace process includes the following essential clements:

. The immediate and unconditional release of all Armenian hostages
and prisoners unlawfully held in Baku,

« The collective, safe, and dignified right of return for the Armenians of
Artsakh to their ancestral homes, under robust international guarantees.

. The effective protection of Armenian Christian and cultural heritage
in Artsakh through international monitoring, including satellite-based mechanisms,
to prevent destruction and erasure. T ex t Ll n k

We also express deep concer over the effective dissolution of the OSCE Minsk
Group format, which for decades provided an internationally recognized
framework for conflict resolution. Its absence leaves a dangerous vacuum that
must be filled by strong, inclusive, and credible international mechanisms.

In this context, we strongly support the Swiss NK Peace Initiative and urge the
European Union and its Member States to back this effort as a pathway toward
genuine security, justice, and lasting peace in the region. Furthermore, Europe
must make it unequivocally clear that any new act of aggression against Armenia
will entail serious and tangible consequences.

Only peace that guarantees fundamental rights, justice, and security for all can be
considered real peace.

OPEN LETTER
T OF THE URSULA VON DER LEYEN

Open Letter to President Ursula
von der Leyen

While the agreement stresses the importance of Opheing £ Prinipe a7 Ensurin Lasing Psce i (e St Gaucasus
respect for territorial integrity and sovereignty, it

makes no mention of the presence of Azerbaijan’s military on Armenian soil and
provides no framework or timeline for their withdrawal. Moreover, the opening of a
corridor, as President Trump called it, in the southern Armenian region of Syunik to
provide “unimpeded connectivity” from Azerbaijan to its enclave of Nakhichevan is a
direct threat to the supposed respect of Armenia’s territorial integrity that is stipulated
in the deal.

Crucially, the agreement also mentions that both countries cannot interfere in the
internal affairs of one another. Yet, as is evident by multiple speeches and statements by
Azerbaijan’s President Aliyev, before and after the announcement of the signing of the
initial agreement, Azerbaijan preconditions reconciliation with demanding
constitutional change in Armenia. The agreement makes no mention on the fate and
rights of the ethnically cleansed Armenians of Nagorno-Karabakh or the release of the
Armenian hostages facing trials in Baku, two crucial conditions that would solidify a
just and sincere path towards peace, notion that has been expressed multiple times by
the European Parliament.
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i f know and consent to the

agreements that are being

imposed on them

Following months of negotiations and supposed dew diligence, on August 8, 2025, the
leaders of the Republic of Armenia and Azerbaijan announced the signing of a joint
declaration, brokered by US President Donald Trump that has codified the surrender of
Armenia’s sovereignty.

The unilateral concession of an “unimpeded connectivity” between Azerbaijan and its
enclave of Nakhichevan through Armenian territory is the latest appeasement effort
undertaken by the Armenian government that has yet to yield any positive result that
benefits Armenia and the Armenian people.

Many issues such as the sham trials of the Armenian hostages, the continued
occupation of sovereign Armenian territory, the fate of the Armenians of Nagorno-
Karabakh, the destruction of centuries old religious and cultural heritage have taken a
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backseat for pompous political declarations of peace and reconciliation that do not
conform to the reality on the ground.
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Armenia should not be coerced @
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E A_FID Azerbaijan in Washington

The recent developments in negotiations between Armenia and Azerbaijan has once
again highlighted the unbalanced nature of the so-called normalization process between
the two countries.

Refraining from calling the road a “corridor” does not negate the danger it poses for
Armenia’s sovereignty. As President Aliyev has repeatedly stated, the idea of this
corridor was introduced by Azerbaijan following the November 9/10, 2020 tripartite
statement — a document which, notably, spoke only of an *unimpeded connection
between Artsakh (Nagorno-Karabakh) and Armenia®, not a corridor for Azerbaijan
across Armenian territory.

This did not come to fruition following Azerbaijan’s military aggression and

its genocidal ethnic cleansing of the indigenous Armenian civilians of Nagorno-
Karabakh, 120 000 of whom were forced to flee to Armenia and whose rights continue
to be obstructed, with their churches and homes systematically being destroyed by
Azerbaijan since 2020. The presented documents make no mention of their plight and
offer no guarantees for their unimpeded right, recognized by international law and
institutions such as the European Parliament, to return to their homeland with
international security guarantees.
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ACT Parliamentarian Andrew Braddock Calls for Armenian
BraddockCa]lsforAr{nenian

Genocide Recognition Genocide Recognition

The Member for Yerrabi, Mr Andrew Braddock
MLA, rose in the Australian Capital Territory
(ACT) Legislative Assembly, delivering a powerful
3 minute private members statement demanding
recognition of the Armenian, Assyrian & Greek
Genocides by the ACT Parliament and Australian
Government.
The ACT Greens MP, elected in 2020 became the
first ever elected official to use the words
Armenian Genocide on the floor of the ACT Legislative Assembly.
In his address to fellow Members of ACT Legislative Assembly, Mr Braddock called on
the ACT Parliament to recognise the 1915 Genocide. He said: “I am calling on the
government to do the right thing by Armenian, Assyrian and Greek communities here
in Canberra and across the world. I am calling on the ACT government to recognise the
genocide perpetrated against these people and the enduring legacies to this day.”
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Kim Wells MP Joins Campaign for
for Release of Artsakh Hostages, e F

Sponsors Arkadi Ghukasyan

Sponsors Arkadi Ghukasyan

The Armenian National Committee of Australia
(ANC-AU) has welcomed a powerful letter from
Victorian Member of Parliament, Mr Kim Wells
MP, who pledged to sponsor Mr Arkadi
Ghukasyan, the second President of the Republic
of Artsakh (Nagorno-Karabakh) — and called for
the immediate release of all Armenian hostages
illegally detained in Azerbaijan.

In his letter addressed to Mr Vagif Jafarov, Chargé
d’Affaires of the Embassy of Azerbaijan in Australia, the Member for Rowville stated: “I
have taken the decision to personally sponsor the Armenian political leader Mr Arkadi
Ghukasyan — the former President of the Republic of Artsakh who is currently
imprisoned in Azerbaijan. This sponsorship is not only of concern to the Armenian-
Australian community within my electorate, but to all people who uphold the
principles of international human rights, human dignity, and freedom.”
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The National Council of Churches in Australia
(NCCA) has issued a direct appeal to Australian
Foreign Affairs Minister, Senator the Hon. Penny Wong, calling for Australia’s voice
and influence to help secure the release of twenty-three Armenian hostages currently
detained by Azerbaijan and the protection of Armenian cultural and religious sites in
Artsakh, reported the Armenian National Committee of Australia (ANC-AU).

From the outset, NCCA General Secretary Elizabeth Stone conveyed the Council’s
appreciation to the Foreign Minister for her continued attention to the issue,
acknowledging the $500,000 in humanitarian aid provided to the UNHCR to assist
Armenian refugees, as well as her call for Azerbaijan to guarantee the rights and
security of the inhabitants of Nagorno-Karabakh, including those wishing to return
from Armenia.

Addressing the plight of Armenian hostages, the letter asserts: “Currently, 23 former
high-ranking public officials from Artsakh are illegally detained in Baku. Many of the
hostages have been subjected to torture and degrading treatment, as documented by
human rights organisations.”
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