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ANCA Welcomes Bicameral
Congressional Resolutions

Condemning Azerbaijani Ethnic

Cleansing of Artsakh Armenian szl ===~
ANCA WELCOMES RESOLUTION CONDEMNING AZERBAIJAN'S

. . "ETHNIC CLEANSING AND CULTURAL DESTRUCTION"
Chnstlans OF ARMENIAN CHRISTIANS IN ARTSAKH (NAGORNO KARABAKH)

The Armenian National Committee of America (ANCA) welcomed the introduction of
parallel Senate and House resolutions condemning Christian persecution, including
Azerbaijan’s ethnic cleansing of Armenians from Artsakh. Senator Josh Hawley (R-MO)
introduced S.Res.327 in the U.S. Senate, while Representative Riley Moore (R-WV)
introduced a House companion resolution, H.Res.594, which currently has nine
COSpOnsOrs.

“These bipartisan resolutions reflect and reinforce Congressional recognition of the
existential threats facing Armenian Christians — particularly Azerbaijan’s 2020-23
ethnic cleansing of Artsakh —a crime armed and enabled by the United States,” stated
Aram Hamparian, ANCA Executive Director. “We commend Senator Hawley,
Representative Moore, and their Congressional colleagues for prioritizing the safety,
dignity, and rights of Armenian and other at-risk Christian communities across the
greater Middle East.”
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87 U.S. Legislators Press Trump-
Vance Administration to Ensure
Safe Return of Armenians to
Artsakh

The Armenian National Committee of America
(ANCA) welcomes a powerful bipartisan Congressional call today by eighty-seven U.S.
Representatives from across twenty-four states — representing over 66 million
Americans — calling for the collective and protected return” of forcibly displaced
Armenians to their indigenous homeland of Nagorno-Karabakh (Artsakh), in line with
international law and in support of just and lasting peace in the South Caucasus.

“This bipartisan Congressional letter sends the Administration a clear message: Any
path to real regional peace needs to start with the collective, protected return of
Armenians to Artsakh — certainly not the normalization of Azerbaijan’s ethnic cleansing
of indigenous Christians from their ancient homeland,” stated ANCA Executive
Director Aram Hamparian. “Armenian American voters and our many allies are grateful
to the Armenian Caucus leadership and every Member of Congress who stood up today
for peace and justice — a message backed by international law and rooted in human
rights.”
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Delegation Builds U.S. Support

- for Switzerland’s Platform for
Talks toward the Collected,
Protected Return of Armenians

to Nagorno-Karabakh

Members of the Swiss Peace Initiative for Nagorno Kharabakh — Erich Vontobel
(Federal Democratic Union) and Lukas Reimann (Swiss People’s Party ) — alongside Dr.
John Eibner of Christian Solidarity International (CSI) and former Armenian Foreign
Minister Vartan Oskanian, held a second full day of Washington, DC meetings, on July
9th, with Vice President Vance’s national security team, the office of the Speaker of the
U.S. House, and key Senate offices, to discuss international efforts to realize the right of
return for the ethnically-cleansed Armenians of Artsakh (Nagorno-Karabakh).

These meetings followed a full day meeting with U.S. House offices, culminating in a
standing-room-only Capitol Hill briefing for over 200 Congressional offices and dozens
of policymakers and foreign policy stakeholders. The visiting delegation held high-level
meetings at the U.S. Department of State and was received by Switzerland’s Ambassador
to the United States, His Excellency Ralf Heckner.
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Standing-Room-Only Capitol
Hill Briefing Expands U.S.
Support for the Return of

Armenian Christians to Artsakh

A standing-room-only audience of over 200
Congressional staffers, human rights advocates, and policy professionals gathered on
Capitol Hill today for a Congressional briefing on the recently launched Swiss Peace
Initiative for Nagorno-Karabakh — a global initiative to facilitate the collective,
protected return of Artsakh’s (Nagorno Karabakh) forcibly displaced Armenian
Christians to their ancestral homes, reported the Armenian National Committee of
America (ANCA)

Swiss Parliamentarians Erich Vontobel (Federal Democratic Union) and Lukas Reimann
(Swiss People’s Party), Christian Solidarity International (CSI) President Dr. John
Eibner, and former Armenian Foreign Minister Vartan Oskanian led the panel
discussion, which was opened by Mark Milosch, Congressional Staff Director for
Congressman Chris Smith (R-NJ), the Co-Chair of the Tom Lantos Human Rights
Commission. Following presentations by each of these four experts on the legal,
diplomatic, and humanitarian dimensions of Artsakh Armenians’ right of return, ANCA
Policy Director Alex Galitsky moderated a robust question and answer session.
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Swiss-Led Delegation Arrives in
Washington DC to Advance

Peace and Protected Return for
Artsakh Armenians

Swiss Parliamentarians Erich Vontobel (Federal

Democratic Union) and Lukas Reimann (Swiss People’s Party ) are leading an
international delegation to Washington, DC, for a series of high-level meetings
promoting the Swiss Peace Initiative for Nagorno Karabakh — a diplomatic effort
focused on securing a just and lasting peace in the South Caucasus, including the
collective, protected return of Artsakh’s forcibly displaced Armenian Christians to their
homes, reported by the Armenian National Committee of America (ANCA).

Swiss MPs Vontobel and Reimann, joined by Christian Solidarity International (CSI)
President Dr. John Eibner, and former Armenian Foreign Minister Vartan Oskanian —
who currently serves as coordinator of the Committee for the Defense of the
Fundamental Rights of the People of Nagorno Karabakh, a body established by the
Artsakh Parliament in exile — met earlier today with U.S. Deputy Assistant Secretaries
of State Jake McGee and Monica Ager Jacobsen to discuss the rights of displaced
Armenians and recent developments in the South Caucasus and the wider region.
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Belgian Federal Parliament Adopts

e #) Belgian Federal Parliament
Adopts Resolution On Nagorno-
Karabakh, Condemns

Azerbaijan

The Chamber of Representatives, the lower house of the bicameral Federal Parliament
of Belgium unanimously adopted a resolution on Nagorno-Karabakh entitled “”Motion
for a resolution on the situation in Nagorno-Karabakh and the necessity of peace in the
South Caucasus.”. This resolution was initially adopted by the Committee on External
Affairs of the Federal Parliament of Belgium following a unanimous vote on July 2nd.
The resolution, introduced by MP Els Van Hoof (CD&V) and MP Michel De Maegd
(MR), builds on previous parliamentary stances as well as similar texts adopted by the
European Parliament. The adopted text unequivocally condemns Azerbaijan’s military
attack on the Armenian population of Nagorno-Karabakh and the preceding blockade
of the Lachin Corridor, emphasizing that these actions constitute grave violations of
international law. It also condemns Azerbaijan’s aggressive rhetoric against Armenia
and reiterates its support for Armenia’s territorial integrity.
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Motion to Recognize the Armenian
Genocide Introduced to the Irish

to the Irish Parliament Partiament

A cross-party motion to recognize the Armenian Genocide has been introduced in

the Déil Eireann, the lower house of the bicameral Irish Parliament (the Oireachtas).
Supported by People Before Profit, Solidarity, Sinn Féin, the Social Democrats and the
Labour Party, the motion highlights that the Turkish government’s persistent refusal to
recognize the 1915 genocide not only prevents it from reconciling with its own past but
also hinders its path toward true democratization.

In its call to action, the motion urges the Irish Government to fully participate in the
110th commemoration to honor the 1.5 million victims. It also calls upon other
governments worldwide to recognize the Armenian Genocide. Lastly, the motion
advocates for the Armenian Genocide to be taught in schools in its true historical
context and proposes the establishment of an international Armenian Genocide
Remembrance Day.
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Statement of Condemnation and
Denunciation of the Aggression and

Siege on the Gaza Strip

In light of the ongoing escalation targeting innocent
civilians in the Gaza Strip, the Armenian National
Committee of the Middle East strongly condemns the brutal acts and grave violations
being committed against the Palestinian people.

The targeting of civilians—children, women, and the elderly—as well as the
destruction of homes, hospitals, and essential infrastructure, is not merely a breach of
international law; it is an organized crime being carried out in full view of the entire
world.

The Committee also denounces the policy of siege and starvation imposed on over two
million people, depriving them of their right to a dignified life. This form of collective
punishment, which blocks access to food, medicine, water, and electricity, and cuts off
lifelines for the sick and children, constitutes a crime against humanity punishable
under international law and cannot be justified under any pretext.
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Matt Cross MP Sponsors Detained
Artsakh Speaker Davit
Ishkhanyan, Calls for His Release

The Armenian National Committee of Australia
(ANC-AU) has welcomed a powerful letter from
the New South Wales Member for Davidson, Mr
Matt Cross MP, who pledged to sponsor Mr Davit
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Text Link

Matt Cross MP Sponsors Detained
Artsakh Speaker Davit
Calls for His Release

)

Ishkhanyan — the former Speaker of the National
Assembly of the Republic of Artsakh (Nagorno-
Karabakh) — and called for the immediate release
of all Armenian hostages.

In his letter addressed to the Azerbaijani Chargé
d'Affaires, Mr Vagif Jafarov, Mr Cross stated: “In
my capacity as the Member for Davidson, I have
taken the decision to personally sponsor the
Armenian political leader Mr Davit Ishkhanyan -
former President of the National Assembly of
Artsakh who is currently imprisoned in
Azerbaijan.”

Cross’s letter highlights Azerbaijan’s long-standing
record of mistreatment and human rights abuse
towards their political prisoners, stating that: “I met

with a former political prisoner of Azerbaijan, Mr Alexander Lapshin, who detailed the
extreme abuse and mistreatment he received whilst imprisoned in Azerbaijan.”

As Mr Ishkhanyan’s protection sponsor, Mr Cross formally requested regular updates on
the detainee’s physical and mental health, aiming to improve transparency around the
conditions of Armenian hostages held in Baku.
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