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The activities of the Hai Tahd
network (Armenian National
Committees) ahead of COP29 rcorsamertan

During November 11-22, 2024, the UN Climate Change Conference (COP29) will
convene in Baku, the capital of Azerbaijan, in which thousands of government
delegates, journalists, and representatives of various organizations are expected to
participate. Azerbaijan uses this conference to mislead international public opinion
about its true nature.

At the same time, this conference is an opportunity to present the real, genocidal,
belligerent, totalitarian, and anti-democratic nature of Azerbaijan, also speaking about
Azerbaijan’s negative behavior in climate change.

After preparatory works in this direction, the Armenian National Committees network
—both committees and offices— have started to implement a specially developed
program to reach all governmental, political, public, and media circles that are in any
way related to COP-29. The purpose of these activities is to emphasize the right of
Artsakhtsis to return, to push the mentioned circles to exert influence on Azerbaijan,
demanding to change its anti-Armenian policy regarding the genocidal acts it has
committed in Artsakh, its invasion of the borders of the Republic of Armenia and the
illegal keeping of Armenian prisoners and hostages.
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ANCA Gives Biden-Harris
Administration Failing Grade on
Artsakh Policy

BIDEN-HARRIS
ADMINISTRATION

RECEIVES FAILING . . . .
crabEonartsakh  The Armenian National Committee of America

INo¥el: el (ANCA) today gave the Biden Administration a
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failing grade for arming, abetting, and
emboldening Azerbaijan’s 2023 genocide of Artsakh’s indigenous Armenians, refusing
to hold the Aliyev regime accountable for its crimes, undertaking no meaningful steps
to secure the return of Artsakh Armenians or the release of Armenian hostages, and
providing only minimal assistance to at-risk Artsakh refugees. The ANCA statement is
below.
ANCA Statement on the Biden Administration’s Failure to Address Azerbaijan’s
Genocide of Artsakh
The Armenian National Committee of America (ANCA) is profoundly disappointed by
the Biden-Harris Administration for their continued refusal to take meaningful action
to hold Azerbaijan accountable for its genocidal assault on Artsakh (Nagorno-Karabakh)
last year, its silence on the right of return for the indigenous Armenians of Artsakh, and
the U.S. Agency for International Development’s (USAID) failure to provide urgently
needed humanitarian assistance to the over 120,000 Armenian refugees forced from
their homes.
During the 2020 Artsakh War, the Biden-Harris campaign made lofty promises to the
Armenian American community — pledging to prohibit U.S. military assistance to
Azerbaijan. Just months later, the Biden Administration reneged on that commitment —
and, in a callous act of betrayal, announced the reauthorization of security assistance to
Azerbaijan just a day before recognizing the Armenian Genocide. The Biden-Harris
Administration again reauthorized military assistance to Azerbaijan in 2022, even in the
wake of Azerbaijan’s widely documented human rights violations and incursion into
the sovereign territory of the Republic of Armenia — sending a clear signal to the
despotic Aliyev regime that it would face no consequences for its authoritarian
aggression.
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ANCA Leads Full Court Press
across Capitol Hill for Release of

Armenian Prisoners

The Armenian National Committee of America
(ANCA) Leo Sarkisian interns and Maral
Melkonyan Avetisyan fellows spotlighted the plight of Armenian prisoners illegally
detained and tortured by Azerbaijan, countering Azerbaijani efforts to cover up their
genocidal ethnic cleansing of Artsakh, during a two-day Capitol Hill campaign that
educated more than four hundred Congressional offices.

The ANCA youth advocates took a bold stand, wearing shirts depicting the photos of
the Artsakh leaders illegally imprisoned by Azerbaijan, calling attention to the twenty-
three known Armenian hostages captured following the 2020 Azerbaijan/Turkey war
against Armenia/Artsakh and the 2023 genocidal ethnic cleansing of Artsakh. The
interns called for direct U.S. action to secure the immediate release of the Armenian
hostages and encouraged passage of key legislation, which calls on the U.S. government
to hold Azerbaijan accountable for its war crimes.
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Summit

The Armenian National Committee of America (ANCA) welcomed a joint statement by
Congressional Armenian Caucus Co-Chairs Rep. Frank Pallone (D-NJ), Rep. Gus
Bilirakis (R-FL), Rep. Adam Schiff (D-CA), and Rep. David Valadao (R-CA), calling on
the Biden Administration to hold Azerbaijan accountable for its ethnic cleansing of
Artsakh, facilitate the return of Armenians to Artsakh, and support Armenia’s
sovereignty in the face of ongoing Azerbaijani aggression.

“Our community, coalition partners, and Congressional allies are united in holding
Azerbaijan accountable for its war crimes — from Aliyev’s ethnic cleansing of Artsakh
and destruction of Christian holy sites to his ongoing occupation of Armenian territory
and illegal detention and abuse of Armenian prisoners,” said ANCA Executive Director
Aram Hamparian. “President Biden — having armed Azerbaijan’s genocide of Artsakh —
must now lead a global campaign for the safe and sustainable return of Armenians of
Artsakh — under an international mandate, protected by international peacekeepers.”
The Congressional Armenian Caucus statement, which coincides with the opening of
the NATO Summit in Washington, DC, this week, calls on the Biden Administration to
“ensure Azerbaijan faces consequences for its actions and is not rewarded for war
crimes, human rights abuses, and the ethnic cleansing of over 120,000 Armenians from
Nagorno-Karabakh.”
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Armenian National Committee
of Australia to Host Second

Junior Advocates Program

The Armenian National Committee of Australia

(ANC-AU) has announced the commencement of

applications for the second iteration of the ANC-

AU Junior Advocates Program, scheduled to take

place in Canberra on August 11th and 12th, 2024. Express Your nterest

This unique initiative, established in 2023, aims to

inspire Armenian-Australian Year 11 students to explore careers in politics and related
fields through immersive experiences in Canberra, Australia’s capital.

The ANC-AU Junior Advocates Program offers participants an exclusive opportunity to
engage in hands-on workshops and mock exercises, providing insights into the
workings of the Australian Federal Parliament.

Participants will embark on a two-day journey alongside fellow students, supervised by
ANC-AU National Office and Board members, as well as the staff at Galstaun College.
Highlights of the program include job shadowing sessions with parliamentary staffers,
first-hand accounts from elected representatives, and the chance to witness
Parliamentary Question Time.

In addition, participants will also take part in ‘My Voice, My Choice’, where they will
deliver a 90-second Private Member’s Statement on a topic of personal importance in
the Old Parliament House chambers. This exercise aims to cultivate public speaking
skills and encourage thoughtful engagement with issues affecting our communities.
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