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Azerbaijan Maliciously Misleads

the Organization of Islamic

Cooperation
Statement by the Armenian National
Committee-International

During the regular session of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) Council of
Foreign Ministers held in Istanbul on June 21-22, 2025, a declaration was adopted, parts
of which —along with separate resolutions— concerning Armenia and the region are
misleading, unacceptable, and deeply concerning.

Specifically, historical and political events, as well as ongoing processes in the region,
are misrepresented in a highly distorted manner. Alongside phrases like “Western
Azerbaijan” or “present-day Armenia,” official Baku’s state propaganda machine has
pushed forward false claims, including demands related to the so-called “forced and
systematic displacement” of Azerbaijanis and their right to return, the destruction of
Islamic cultural heritage, and so on. Armenia is criticized for not engaging in dialogue
with organizations representing the “Western Azerbaijan” community. Moreover,
Armenia is presented with the demand to satisfy Azerbaijan’s illegal and fabricated
demands in exchange for signing a peace agreement.
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Statement by the Armenian
National Committee-
International Concerning the
Imminent Threat to Armenia’s

Syunik Province Amid Regional Escalation

The Armenian National Committee-International expresses grave concern over the
escalating threats posed by Azerbaijan toward the Syunik province of Armenia. In the
wake of the Israel-Iran conflict, geopolitical instability has heightened, creating an
additional threat of Azerbaijani aggressive actions that endanger the sovereignty of
Armenia. We urge the international community to take decisive measures to prevent
another act of aggression against Armenia.

President Ilham Aliyev of Azerbaijan has repeatedly emphasized that the “Zangezur
Corridor” will be established “whether Armenia wants it or not.” Time and again,
Aliyev has threatened to use force towards that end, and Azerbaijan has occupied over
two hundred square kilometers of the Republic of Armenia’s territory since September
2022. Such rhetoric, coupled with increased military exercises near Armenia’s borders
and the diversion caused by the recent developments in the Middle East, signals a clear
threat to the territorial integrity of Armenia.
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open Lerrer Open Letter — Urgent Appeal to

I TO THE EU HIGH REPRESENTATIVE / VICE PRESIDENT
KAJA KALLAS

Visit Etchmiadzin During Your
Upcoming Trip to Armenia

On behalf of the European Armenian Federation
for Justice and Democracy (EAF]D) and our 14
chapters across Europe, we write with deep
concern ahead of your official visit to Armenia on
Monday, 30 June.

Your visit comes at a critical moment for the

Armenian people and their democratic future. As you are certainly aware, the unfolding
situation surrounding the Armenian Apostolic Church, headquartered in the Holy See
of Etchmiadzin is rapidly becoming not only a domestic institutional crisis, but a
broader test of Armenia’s democratic resilience and constitutional balance.

In recent days, the government of the Armenian prime minister Nikol Pashinyan has
escalated an unprecedented campaign against the Armenian Apostolic Church,
including verbal attacks against Catholicos Karekin II, the spiritual leader of the
Armenian Church by using language that is at times vulgar and deeply inappropriate,
along with delegitimizing accusations. This has been followed by arrests of senior clergy
such as Archbishop Bagrat Galstanyan and threats to forcibly intervene in the internal
life of the Church, an institution central to Armenia’s identity and social cohesion. This
morning, security forces attempted to make an incursion into the Holy See, and the
situation in Armenia is now extremely tense.
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for a Zoom meeting, discuss
latest efforts on Protecting
Artsakh’s cultural and religious

heritage

The Europeans of Artsakh platform held its periodic meeting via Zoom on June 12,
2025, focused on the pressing situation of the Armenian religious and cultural heritage
in Nagorno-Karabakh and the developments of the Swiss Peace Initiative on the right of
return of the people of Nagorno-Karabakh. The meeting was attended by his Eminence
Bishop Vrtanes Abrahamyan Primate of Artsakh, Lernik Hovhannisyan, Melania
Balayan and Armine Aleksanyan, who presented their respective work in investigating
and documenting the ongoing destruction of monuments and religious heritage of
Nagorno-Karabakh. Discussions also covered the regular activities and strategic
planning of the Europeans of Artsakh platform.

During the meeting, EAF]D President Kaspar Karampetian provided an overview of
recent activities of the EAFJD related to the sham trials of Armenian POWSs held
hostage in Baku, awareness campaigns of the destruction policy of Azerbaijan and the
importance of the Swiss Peace initiative on the right for collective return of Artsakh
Armenians under international security guarantees. It was noted that a dossier
containing relevant links from these parliamentary discussions would be shared with all
meeting participants by their office.
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Reimann will join former Armenian Foreign
Minister Vartan Oskanian and Christian Solidarity
International (CSI) President Dr. John Eibner for a Capitol Hill briefing on Tuesday,
July 8th, spotlighting Switzerland’s international leadership through the “Swiss Peace
Initiative for Nagorno-Karabakh,” an effort to help secure the safe and dignified return
of Artsakh’s indigenous Armenian population. The event will take place from 3:00 to
4:00 pm in Room 2044 of the Rayburn House Office Building.

Swiss Peace Initiative: A Platform for Return and Dialogue

The Capitol Hill briefing follows the May 26th launch of the “Swiss Peace Initiative for
Nagorno-Karabakh” in Bern, Switzerland. This initiative stems from Motion No.
24.4259, adopted by both houses of the Swiss Federal Assembly, which mandates the
Swiss government to convene a peace forum to facilitate internationally mediated
dialogue between Azerbaijan and representatives of the displaced Armenian population
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of Nagorno-Karabakh. The platform creates a neutral and internationally protected
space to support the realization of the Artsakh Armenians’ right of return in accordance
with international human rights and humanitarian law.
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Religious Freedom Watchdog
Spotlights Azerbaijan’s Ethnic
Cleansing of Artsakh’s

Armenians

A hearing of the U.S. Commission on International
Religious Freedom (USCIRF spotlighted
Azerbaijan’s campaign of ethnic cleansing of Artsakh (Nagorno Karabakh), the
continued detention and abuse of Armenian hostages, and the unrealized right of

Armenian Christians to pilgrimage to their holy sites, many of which have already been
destroyed by Azerbaijan. The session, which followed a February USCIRF fact-finding
mission to Azerbaijan, included powerful testimony detailing war crimes, religious
oppression, and systemic efforts to erase Armenia’s historic presence in Artsakh
(Nagorno Karabakh), reported the Armenian National Committee of America (ANCA).
The June 5th hearing, titled “ Religious Freedom Conditions in Azerbaijan,” featured
participation from USCIRF Chair Stephen Schneck and Commissioners Vicky Hartzler,
Mohamed Elsanousi, and Asif Mahmood. The panel of expert witnesses included Audrey

L. Altstadt, Professor of History at the University of Massachusetts Amherst; Felix
Corley, Editor of Forum 18 News Service; Arzu Geybulla, Independent Journalist and
Co-founder of the Free Voices Collective; and Husik Ghulyan, Lead Researcher at
Caucasus Heritage Watch.
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CONGRATULATIONS 2025 ARMENIAN GRADUATES! ANCA L h' C f
INTERESTED IN A CAREER IN WASHINGTON DC? aunC ].ng areers O
THE ANCA HOVIG APO SAGHDEJIAN
CAPITAL GATEWAY PROGRAM IS HERE TO HELP.

Recent Graduates via Capital

Gateway Program

The Armenian National Committee of America
(ANCA) extends heartfelt congratulations to the
Armenian American Class of 2025—graduates

stepping into the next chapter of their lives
equipped with knowledge, purpose, and the promise of transformative leadership. As
part of our enduring commitment to the next generation, the ANCA is encouraging
graduates interested in politics, policy, media, advocacy, and public service to apply to
the Hovig Apo Saghdejian Capital Gateway Program (CGP) — the organization’s
signature career development initiative in Washington, DC.
As Armenian students across the country celebrate their academic achievements, the
ANCA proudly reaffirms its commitment to empowering their next steps—supporting
their growth as change-makers for our community and advocates for justice, freedom,
and security for the Armenian nation. The Gateway Program—a unique career
development program — helps Armenian American graduates launch successful careers
in Washington, DC, particularly in the fields of public policy, government, media,
consulting, and advocacy.
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Record Number of Middle
School and University Students
Visit ANCA for Civic Education

The Armenian National Committee of America

(ANCA) proudly welcomed hundreds of students

from Armenian and non-Armenian schools

throughout Spring of 2025 for educational visits

that spotlighted the vital role youth voices play in shaping U.S. policy on Armenia’s
survival, Artsakh’s revival, and justice for the Armenian Genocide. These annual visits —
a tradition spanning decades — form a cornerstone of the ANCA’s enduring
commitment to youth civic empowerment, collectively impacting thousands of students
over the years.

This year’s Capitol visits featured eighth graders from Holy Martyrs Ferrahian
Armenian School, Rose and Alex Pilibos Armenian School, and Krouzian-Zekarian-
Vasbouragan (KZV) Armenian School, as well as seventh graders and parents from
Chamlian Armenian School and sixth graders from the Charlie Keyan Armenian
Community School. Students from AGBU Manoogian-Demirdjian School met with
ANCA leaders while in Washington, DC for a Model United Nations competition at The
George Washington University. The ANCA also hosted Hudson County Community
College (HCCC) History Club members and students on a day trip to the Holocaust
Museum and ANCA headquarters, in an annual program commemorating the Holocaust
and Armenian Genocide, led by Professor Elana Winslow, Dr. Ara Karakashian, and Dr.
Chris Cody.
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California Legislative Updates:
June 2025

The Armenian National Committee of America -
\ Western Region (ANCA-WR) remains steadfast in
AB-865, a bill backed by the ANCA-WR and introduced by Assemblymember . . . . .
Mark Gonzalez, aiming fo allocate funding fo Dual Language mmersion us its commitment to advanClng leglslatlon that
Pending Approval by the Appropriations Committee.
16 BN T pond v fosters cultural inclusion, safeguards historical
truth, and strengthens educational equity
throughout California. As part of our broader advocacy work at the state level, we are
actively monitoring a series of legislative proposals that reflect the core values and long-
standing concerns of the Armenian-American community. Some of these bills have
recently advanced through key stages of the legislative process. Read about these

updates:
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& Susan Carter MP Joins

Susan Carter MP Joins Campaignto ~ Campaign to Protect Armenian
Protect Armenian Hostages,
SponsorsFormer ArtsakhPresident  H{ ostages, Sponsors Former

Artsakh President

The Armenian National Committee of Australia
(ANC-AU) has welcomed a powerful letter from
New South Wales Legislative Council Member, the
Hon. Susan Carter MLC, who has pledged to
sponsor Mr Arayik Harutyunyan — the former
President of the Republic of Artsakh (Nagorno-
Karabakh) — and has called for his immediate
release from Azerbaijani custody.
In her letter addressed to Azerbaijani diplomatic representatives in Australia, Carter
states: “I am writing to you in my capacity as a member of the NSW Legislative Council
to declare my commitment to sponsor Mr Arayik Harutyunyan, former President of
Artsakh (Nagorno-Karabakh), who is currently imprisoned in Azerbaijan. I call for his
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immediate release.”

Carter’s letter raises serious concerns about Azerbaijan’s ongoing violations of
international law and human rights, specifically citing the “unlawful imprisonment of
23 Armenian prisoners” following Azerbaijan’s ethnic cleansing and occupation of the
Republic of Artsakh in late 2023. The NSW MP urged Azerbaijani authorities to adhere
to international humanitarian standards and release all political prisoners immediately.
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