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Signez la pétition : Vous
pouvez aider a libérer les
otages arméniens a
Bakou
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YOU CAN HELP RELEASE THE ARMENIAN HOSTAGES IN BAKU

SIGN THE PETITION

DEMAND AN INTERNATIONAL RESPONSE TO THE SHAM TRIALS

#FREEARMENIANHOSTAGES

ARMENIANCAUSE.NET

AIDEZ A LIBERER LES OTAGES ARMENIENS A BAKOU.

:
SIGNEZ LA PETITION.
EXIGEZ UNE REPONSE INTERNATIONALE FACE AUX SIMULACRES DE PROCES.
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PUEDES AYUDAR A LIBERAR A LOS REHENES ARMENIOS EN BAKU.
:

FIRMA LA PETICION.
#FREEARMENIANHOSTAGES
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Text Link

The Struggle for Dignified
Mourning and Burial: Report %

ARMENIAN LEGAL CENTER
On September 19, 2023, Azerbaijan launcheda ~ ©woees
large-scale attack along the entire border of the
Republic of Artsakh. The military operation
resulted in hundreds of casualties, while the entire
population of Artsakh—120,000 Armenians—was forcibly displaced from their historic
homeland.
Prior to the attack, Azerbaijan had subjected Artsakh to a total blockade for over nine
months, causing starvation and immense suffering among the population. By sealing off
the Lachin Corridor, Azerbaijan violated the right to freedom of movement, as this was
the only route connecting Artsakh to the outside world.
Despite pressure and calls from the international community, including rulings by the
European Court of Human Rights and the International Court of Justice, Azerbaijan
refused to lift the blockade. The corridor was opened only after the military operation
of September 19 to carry out forced displacement.
The funeral ceremonies for the soldiers who were killed in the one-day military
operation were carried out improperly. Relatives of the deceased were forced to bury
the bodies of their loved ones in mass graves, even in the courtyards of their own
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homes. And temporary burial sites cannot serve as graves. Given Azerbaijan’s long-
standing practice of desecrating Armenian graves, the remains of the deceased are at
risk of destruction. Such desecration could occur at any time, if it has not already
occurred. Satellite images of graves desecrated by Azerbaijan in Artsakh with
accompanying information were documented by Caucasus Heritage Watch (CHW).
From CHW’s report , we learn that 5 mass graves were destroyed, 5 were damaged, and
4 are considered endangered.
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23 Missing After Explosion at
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" & On September 25, 2023, a massive explosion
et occurred at a fuel depot in Berkadzor, located along

the Stepanakert-Askeran road. At the time of the
explosion, hundreds of Artsakh residents were

waiting in line to receive fuel to facilitate their evacuation. The explosion claimed the

lives of 218 people, left hundreds injured, and the fate of 23 individuals remains

unknown.

The cause of the explosion is still undetermined. Azerbaijan has not conducted any

investigative actions regarding the incident, nor has it carried out proper searches for
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the missing Armenians. By failing to investigate, Azerbaijan has neglected its legal
obligations. Leading up to the explosion, Azerbaijan had committed severe human
rights violations, including a blockade lasting over nine months, restricting access to
basic necessities (such as food and fuel supplies), and engaging in unlawful warfare.
These ongoing violations culminated in the tragic explosion on September 25.
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Azerbaijan has full control over the territory of the Republic of Artsakh, access to the
explosion site, and the ability to process submitted DNA samples necessary for
identifying the missing individuals. By not taking appropriate measures to locate the
missing persons or provide information about their fate, Azerbaijan is violating
international human rights law. Families are being denied their right to know the fate
and whereabouts of their loved ones. Azerbaijan is obligated to provide all available
information.

Text Link

Armenian Legal Center
Advocates for Women in
Conflict Zones at CSW69

The Armenian Legal Center for Justice and
Human Rights (ALC) actively contributed to
the 69th session of the Commission on the
Status of Women (CSW69) by shedding light
on the struggles of Armenian women in conflict zones and demanding concrete action
for their protection and empowerment.

As part of its engagement, along with Armenian Relief Society, ALC co-organized a
critical side event titled “Resilience and Recovery: The Role of Women in Conflict
Zones and Health Advocacy”. The event, held on March 12, 2025, at the Church Center
for the United Nations (CCUN), brought together experts and advocates to share stories
and solutions related to the challenges faced by women in Armenia/Artsakh, Syria,
Lebanon, and Jerusalem.
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ANCA-WR Joins CASPS
Leadership Workshop to Inspire

Armenian Students in Public
Schools

The Armenian National Committee of America —
Western Region (ANCA-WR), alongside Areni Hamparian and Zabelle Hamparian,
members of the Armenian Youth Federation (AYF) as well as Alexis Tolmajian and Jibid
Melkonian from both AYF and ANCA Glendale, participated in a leadership workshop
organized by the Committee for Armenian Students in Public Schools (CASPS) at
Hoover High School Collaboratory in Glendale. The event, titled “Connecting to Your
Community”, aimed to empower Armenian students in public schools by equipping
them with leadership skills, advocacy tools, and a deeper understanding of their role in
the Armenian Cause.
Throughout the day, the aforementioned representatives engaged with students in
interactive discussions on grassroots activism, public speaking, the art of persuasion,
legislative engagement, and the importance of Armenian representation in government.
The workshop provided students with an opportunity to explore key advocacy
strategies, such as mastering the effective communication techniques, including body
language, tone, and rhetorical devices. Discussions also highlighted the significance of
Armenian legislative staff in congressional offices, emphasizing how knowledgeable
representation can make advocacy efforts more effective.

Text Link

ANCA-WR Condemns
Azerbaijan’s Sham Trials Against
Artsakh Leaders

Sham Trials Proceed in Baku Rgainst
As the world reels around economic hardship, Artsakh Armenian Political Hostages

political divisiveness, and ongoing conflicts, 23

men sit in blackened cells in Baku, Azerbaijan.

Former presidents, leaders, and humanitarian heroes from the Republic of Artsakh are
currently facing imprisonment and sham trials in Azerbaijan in the face of continued
inaction from the international community. The Azeri government charges these men
with fabricated claims, including terrorism. Their only “crime” is their loyalty to the
Republic of Artsakh and the right of the Armenian people to self-determination.

As evidenced by their court appearances, many of the detainees are subject to torture
and malnutrition. The inherent corruption and Armenophobia within the so-called
“justice” system of Azerbaijan prevents Artsakh’s leaders from proper legal
representation. Through these show trials, Azeri President Ilham Aliyev attempts to
draw false confessions from the prisoners and fuel the flames of Armenophobia in his
country.

The full list of Armenian hostages illegally detained in Azerbaijan consists of 23
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individuals. Six hostages, Davit Davtyan, Gevorg Sujyan, Vicken Euljekjian, Lyudvig
Mkrtchyan, Madat Babayan, and Aiyesha Khosrovyan, were taken hostage during the
2020 44-Day War. Rashid Beglaryan and Vagif Khachatryan were detained during
Azerbaijan’s illegal blockade of Artsakh from 2022 to 2023. The blockade, which lasted
nine long months, deprived Artsakh’s citizens of life-saving resources, including food,
water, energy, and medical supplies.
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ANCA-WR and Northern
California Chapter Advocate
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for Legislation in

Sacramento

On March 10th and 11th, representatives
from the Armenian National Committee of
America — Western Region joined the ANCA Northern California chapter for a two-day
advocacy round in Sacramento. ANCA-NorCal is a regional chapter of ANCA-WR that
represents local chapters ANCA San Francisco, ANCA Silicon Valley, and ANCA
Sacramento.

The delegation, which included ANCA-WR Chair Oshin Harootoonian, Government
Affairs Director Ruben Karapetian, Government Affairs Coordinator Sonia Meroian,
and ANCA-NorCal Coordinator Henry Agajanov, met with 22 legislative offices in the
State Capitol to discuss key legislative items and issues pertinent to the Armenian-
American community in California. The meetings primarily focused on advocating for
two key legislative initiatives supported by ANCA-WR, bills AB-91 and SB-472, and
the Armenian-American community’s relief efforts in the aftermath of the devastating
Los Angeles fires.

Text Link

Congressional, Community, and
Coalition Leaders to Demand

Hill Commemoration

Members of Congress will join with Armenian Americans and allies from across the
United States in demanding accountability for Turkey and Azerbaijan’s crimes in 1915
and 2023 at the April 2nd Capitol Hill remembrance of the Armenian Genocide and
Artsakh Genocide.

The event, hosted by the Congressional Armenian Caucus and organized by the
Armenian American organizations, including the Armenian National Committee of
America (ANCA) and Armenian Assembly, will take place from 6:00 to 8:00 pm in the
U.S. Capitol Visitor Center (HVC-215) and feature bipartisan remarks and calls to
action.

Bus transportation from Soorp Khatch Armenian Apostolic Church to the U.S. Capitol
is available. For more information, contact rsvp@anca.org or call (202) 775-1918.

The commemoration caps two days of intensive advocacy—April 1-2—during which
grassroots leaders from across the country will take part in hundreds of meetings with
U.S. Senators and Representatives as part of ANCA Advocacy Days. The ANCA Eastern
and Western Regions are spearheading the effort, with participation from Armenian
American communities representing every region of the country.

Text Link

ANCA Rising Leaders Amplify
Next-Generation Armenian

Voices on Capitol Hill

— The Armenian National Committee of America
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(ANCA) launched its 2025 Rising Leaders initiative
with an energizing first session from March 8-11,
bringing together students and young professionals
from the U.S. and Canada for four days of high-
impact advocacy, career development, and civic
engagement in the heart of the nation’s capital.
“The ANCA Rising Leaders program reflects the
very best of our youth—smart, passionate, and
committed to advancing the Armenian Cause,”
stated ANCA Programs Coordinator Nareg Mesrobian. “This first 2025 session brought
together a remarkable group of young advocates, each prepared to amplify our collective
voice in the halls of power.”

Once again this year, the ANCA collaborated with the Armenian Youth Federation
(AYF) Eastern and Western US in hosting the events, made possible through a generous
contribution by Dean Shahinian, Esq. and the family and friends of the late ANCA
activist Lucine Kouchakdjian.

Text Link

meamers  Sixty U.S. Representatives Call
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AZERBAIJAN -

" on Secretary Rubio to End

meeon  Military Aid to Azerbaijan

MARCO RUBIO

e Sixty U.S. Representatives have called on Secretary
of State Marco Rubio to enforce Section 907 of the
FREEDOM Support Act — demanding an immediate end to U.S. military assistance to
Azerbaijan, citing Baku’s ethnic cleansing of Artsakh’s 120,000 indigenous Armenian
Christian population, continued occupation of sovereign Armenian territory, and illegal
detention and abuse of Armenian prisoners, reported the Armenian National
Committee of America (ANCA).
Representatives Mike Lawler (R-NY), Frank Pallone (D-NJ), Gus Bilirakis (R-FL), and
Gabe Amo (D-RI) led the bi-partisan Congressional letter sent to Secretary of State
Rubio earlier today. POLITICO’s Eric Bazail-Eimil broke news of the lawmakers’
demands in today’s National Security Daily news bulletin.“The ANCA welcomes this
bipartisan Congressional call on Secretary Rubio to enforce Section 907 — ending U.S.
military aid to Azerbaijan,” stated ANCA Executive Director Aram Hamparian. “In the
wake of Azerbaijan’s genocidal ethnic cleansing of the indigenous Armenian Christians
of Artsakh — amid its ongoing occupation of sovereign Armenian territory and illegal
detention of Armenian hostages — we cannot ask U.S. taxpayers to subsidize this oil-
rich, violent, and corrupt foreign dictatorship. We thank Representatives Lawler,
Pallone, Bilirakis, and Amo — and the 60 Representatives who joined with them — for
their moral clarity and strong pro-peace leadership.”
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Joint motion Armenia

“The EU Executive can no A o
longer ignore the plight of the
Armenian hostages” . EAF]D

President Kaspar Karampetian

In its plenary session on March 13, the European Parliament (EP) adopted the
resolution on “The Case of Unlawful Detention and sham trials of Armenian hostages,
including high-ranking political representatives from Nagorno-Karabakh by Azerbaijan”
with 523 votes in favor, 3 against, and 84 abstentions. This vote was preceded by a
parliamentary debate on the subject on the 12th of March.

The resolution acknowledges the detention of 23 Armenian POWs and mentions their
capture following the “ethnic cleansing” of Nagorno-Karabakh, a situation that requires
international monitoring and observation which the European Union should facilitate.
The European Parliament denounces the “unjust detention” and “inhumane and
degrading treatment” of the 23 Armenian hostages and demands their immediate
release, citing evidence of abuse, torture and unlawful legal practices. Crucially, in
addition to demanding the release of the captives and urging Azerbaijan to comply with
its commitment to the Geneva Convention, the resolution calls on the EU executive to
enact targeted sanctions against the Azerbaijani officials guilty of the mistreatment,
particularly judges Jamal Ramazanov, Anar Rzayev and Agayev and prosecutors
involved in the sham trials.

Text Link

23% Zwy nuunh Gypnuyugh
Swiss Parliament Adopts Motion to qpmuhh] 11111]} nrlgn]-hn]-l-[ t

o /Ao GYtyguphuyh junphpyupwih
npnonidp

BREAKING NEWS

TOTAL / TOTALE

Sl . Uwpup 18-ht CYkjguphwyh Fwptiwghtt dnnnih
Jtphtt wuwuwnp quﬂlmnhhhpb hunphnipnp,
punniikg Ne 24.4259 npnonidp  «wnunnipjub
$npnid LEntuwghtt Ywpwpwunh hwdwp.
httwpwynpnipinit mw) huybph yEpunupdhis: Uju npnpnudp, npp twhiwutu
pungniinfty Ep Uqquypt fenphpnh Sytyguphugh Fwptughtt dngnih winnpp
wuwjwwnh Ynnuhg, qupunwynphgunmd £ CYtjguphuwjh junwjwupnipjuip unknst]
Uhowqquyhtt $npmid’ tyywunbpnt b wyywhnybym Lhnbught Twpwpunhg poih
nbknuhwigws puhly huytph ipunwupdh hpwyniupp:

Uju twhiwdbnnipiniup ubpuyugyt) E Sykjgunhuyh Uqquyht junphpnh
Upunwphtt hwpwpbpnipjniutiph hwtdtwdnnnyh Ynnuhg b Yns £ winid
Juquultpub] pug ninhn Epljjununipinit Linttughtt Y wpwpwnh huy
utipuyugnighsutiph b Ugppbowuh hojowunipiniutph dholi: Uyt twl pungénid k
Uhowqquhtt hmipnipjut wudpnkh yunwuiwbunnnpniip wauhny b
nbnuhwiwsutph wiunwig Jipununpdp nyh hpktg wundwlwt huptuhpp:



https://www.ancnews.info/?p=23347
https://www.ancnews.info/?p=23350

Quplnp k uok], np npnodwt hhdbwynpdw dke hwwnntly upynid k, np Ungpplowtih
Ynnuhg 2023 pyuljuith ubwywnbkdpiphtt hpwwiwug]ws nuquuljui
gnpénnnipniututphg htnn Lintughtt Twpwpwnp wdpnnenipjudp huyupwthybty
E, htst b npulynud E npyjbu «hwunwgpdus Ephly quunid»: Guuwnwpninpp
otipunnnid k, np wnpplpwimjutt hppjpwtinipyniiibph ninnuljh uvywntwhputpt nu
nuquuljut gnpénnnipiniutitipp mwpwst] bt Juu b unhwbty hwy ptwlsnipjutp
punuutup vh pwth opdu pupwgpnid 1pt hpkug huypkuhpp:

Text Link

The EAFJD welcomes the
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Swiss Parliament Adopts Motion to
Launch Peace Forum for Nagorno-
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TOTAL / TOTALE

Nagorno-Karabakh

On March 18, the Council of States—the upper e o e
house of the Swiss Federal Assembly—adopted
Motion No. 24.42509 titled “Peace Forum for Nagorno-Karabakh: Enabling the Return of
Armenians.” This motion, initially passed by the National Council, the lower chamber
of the Swiss Federal Assembly requires the establishment of an international forum by
the Government of Switzerland to facilitate and promote the right of return of the
forcefully displaced indigenous Armenian Population of Nagorno-Karabakh. The
motion, which was introduced to the Parliament by the Foreign Relations Committee of
the Swiss National Council, calls for direct open dialogue between Armenian
representatives and Azerbaijani authorities and affirms the undeniable responsibility of
the international community in providing guarantees for the safe return of the displaced
to their historical homeland.

Crucially, in addition to inviting representatives of Armenians of Nagorno-Karabakh
directly, the motion’s justification explicitly states that Nagorno-Karabakh has been
emptied of its Armenian population since Azerbaijan’s military actions in September
2023, citing “documented ethnic cleansing.” It emphasizes that direct threats and
military operations by the Azerbaijani authorities had spread fear and forced the
Armenian population to leave their homeland within a few days.
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