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Senator Rand Paul Leads Senate
Vote to Block F-16 Sale to

S.J.RES.60 TO BLOCK BIDEN'S |

RECKLESS F-16 SALE TO TURKEY : Turkey

¥ . Senate Foreign Relations Committee Member Dr.
ANCA_O,; Rand Paul (R-KY) condemned the use of Turkish
F-16s in Turkey/Azerbaijan’s 2020 attacks against
Armenia and Artsakh in powerful remarks today calling upon his Senate colleagues to
pass a resolution (S.].Res.60) blocking the sale of F-16s and other US weapons systems to
Turkey.
In powerful remarks on the Senate floor, among the litany of reasons to block the F-16
sale to Turkey, Dr. Paul explained, “The Armenian Ministry of Defense claims that on
September 29, 2020, in support of Azerbaijan’s war to conquer the Nagorno-Karabakh
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region, a Turkish F-16 shot down an Armenian SU-25 attack aircraft in Armenian
airspace. Turkey has stood closely by its Azerbaijani ally in its efforts to subjugate the
region, providing combat drones, military equipment, training, and, if we are to believe
the Armenian government, direct combat support. So our planes that we give to the
Turks, the F-16s, are actually being used in another war with Armenia. [...] The war in
2020 and Azerbaijan’s subsequent military operation in 2023 killed thousands and
created a humanitarian disaster, forcing more than 100,000 people to flee, more than
three-quarters of the population of that region.”

Video of Sen. Paul’s remarks on Turkey and Azerbaijan’s aggression against Artsakh and
Armenia is available at: https://youtu.be/OQlYwejjY33w
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ANCA to Host “Reversing
‘ § Genocide” Event on Capitol Hill
i % all Supporting the Safe Return of

s Armenians to Artsakh

Armenians and allies from across America will join
together on Capitol Hill next week to rally Congressional support for reversing the
Artsakh Genocide, ensuring the safe return of the republic’s population to their
indigenous homeland, reported the Armenian National Committee of America (ANCA).
“Reversing Genocide: Securing the Rights and Safe Return of Artsakh’s Indigenous



https://youtu.be/QlYwejjY33w
https://www.ancnews.info/?p=22158
https://armenpress.am/
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/senate-joint-resolution/60
https://www.ancnews.info/?p=22161

Armenians” will take place on Tuesday, March 12th, from 6 pm to 8 pm at the Rayburn
House Office Building Room 2075, featuring remarks by U.S. Senators and
Representatives and a keynote speech by Dr. Elisa von Joeden-Forgey, Executive
Director of the Lemkin Institute for Genocide Prevention. The human rights
organization has been outspoken in calling for international action to address
Azerbaijan’s genocide against Artsakh’s Armenians, issuing a 126-page report in
September 2023 and a subsequent Red Flag Alert just weeks ago to “prevent further
development of the second Armenian Genocide.”

“Western powers must support Armenia in strengthening its sovereign borders and
diplomatic position in the region. This includes insisting on Armenian control of any
corridors through its territory and imposing sanctions on the Aliyev regime. The United
States, in particular, must end the waivers on Section 907 of the Freedom Support Act
(1992) and hold Azerbaijan accountable for its actions,” stated the Lemkin Red Flag
Alert.
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,  Members of Congress Call for
,’i Reversing Artsakh Genocide,

Safe Return of Armenians to
Artsakh

Armenian American community leaders and coalition partners capped two full days on
Capitol Hill - featuring more than 100 constituent-led meetings with lawmakers — with
a Congressional rally for the safe return of Armenians to their indigenous Artsakh
homeland, reported the Armenian National Committee of America.

The event, “Reversing Genocide: Securing the Rights and Safe Return of Artsakh’s
Indigenous Armenians,” included Congressional remarks; a powerful keynote address by
Dr. Elisa von Joeden-Forgey, Executive Director of the Lemkin Institute for Genocide
Prevention; a compelling legal analysis by Karnig Kerkonian Esq., an international law
expert and founding member of the recently launched Committee on the Protection of
the Fundamental Rights of the Artsakh People; and, an inspiring closing speech by ANC
Artsakh’s Gev Iskajyan, the newest member of the ANCA national team. The
invocation was given by the Very Rev. Fr. Sahag Yemishian, Vicar General of the
Armenian Church of America.

Legislators who offered remarks were Senator Ed Markey (D-MA), Congressional
Armenian Caucus Co-Chair Frank Pallone (D-NJ), and Representatives Gabe Amo (D-
RI), Judy Chu (D-CA), Jim Costa (D-CA), Seth Magaziner (D-RI), and Brad Schneider
(D-IL). Coalition partners participating in the evening program and this week’s Capitol
Hill advocacy efforts included the Hellenic American Leadership Council, In Defense of
Christians, and the Middle East Forum.

“The road to return starts here, it starts now — with the affirmation of Artsakh’s rights in
capitals around the world and the ultimate realization of these rights upon Artsakh’s
sacred soil,” said ANCA Executive Director Aram Hamparian, who served as master of
ceremonies.
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Gev Iskajyan Joins ANCA as
National Grassroots Director

The Armenian National Committee of America /,
welcomed Gev Iskajyan as its national grassroots d
director during Capitol Hill advocacy days last A \

week as part of its ongoing commitment to expand ‘

Armenian American participation in federal, state,

and local policy-making and build coalitions to advance pro-Artsakh/Armenia and
community priorities.

“We are excited to welcome Gev Iskajyan to lead our national grassroots development
effort, as we embark on a bold new journey to fortify our local communities and
amplify the Armenian American voice across the United States,” stated ANCA
Chairman Raffi Hamparian. “With Gev’s leadership, working closely with our regional
and local chapters, we forge ahead, united in our commitment to empower our people
and advance our common cause. Together, we will build new and stronger bridges,
elevate voices, and ensure that our presence resonates with elected officials across our
nation,” the ANCA Chairman added.

Gev Iskajyan has spent the last two years in Artsakh serving as the Executive Director
of the ANC Artsakh — working on diplomatic efforts abroad, shedding light on the
plight of the people in Artsakh, and helping with relief efforts in the homeland.
Iskajyan has previously served on the ANCA Western Region Board, chaired the
Armenian Youth Federation (AYF) Western US, and served as editor of AYF’s Haytoug
Magazine. As a member of the All-ASA board in 2016, Iskajyan helped spearhead the
Divest Turkey initiative. On the centennial of the Armenian Genocide, Iskajyan served
as Executive Director Armenian Genocide Commemorative Committee, which brought
together over 100,000 Armenian Americans and allies for the ‘March for Justice.’
Iskajyan has also written for numerous publications, including Time Magazine and
Newsweek, and has been featured by outlets such as CNN, BBC, Politico, and the LA
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Times. He attended Cal Poly University — Pomona, where he studied Political Science
and Philosophy.

Text Link

ANCA Chairman Urges
Congressional Leaders to
Publicly Demand Biden Hold

Azerbaijan Accountable for
Artsakh Genocide

Armenian National Committee of America (ANCA) Chairman Raffi Hamparian called
on Congressional leaders to publicly pressure the Biden Administration to take
immediate action to hold Azerbaijan accountable for its genocide of Artsakh, and
forcefully advocate for the safe and secure right of return for Artsakh’s Armenians.

In a March 21st letter to the leadership of the House and Senate, in addition to the
leadership of the House and Senate Committees on Foreign Affairs, Armed Services, and
Appropriations, Hamparian issued a scathing rebuke of the Biden Administration’s
failure to prevent Azerbaijan’s genocide of Artsakh’s Armenians and its ongoing refusal
to hold its dictatorial regime accountable for its aggression, noting the Administration’s
refusal to heed the calls of dozens of bipartisan lawmakers in a series of letters and
resolutions urging an immediate response to Azerbaijan’s blockade of Artsakh last year
—which saw the region’s 120,000 Armenians deprived of access to food, fuel, medicine
and humanitarian goods for 10 months. Hamparian stated the Biden Administration
“not only failed to constrain Azerbaijan — but repeatedly enabled and emboldened
Baku’s aggression.”

Specifically, the letter highlighted the Biden Administration’s refusal to impose
meaningful costs on Azerbaijan by:

— Reauthorizing military assistance to Azerbaijan despite a campaign promise to
enforce Section 907 of the FREEDOM Support Act, even in the wake of Azerbaijan’s
occupation of sovereign Armenian territory in 2021 and its blockade on Artsakh in
2023.

— Failing to declare Azerbaijan’s 10-month siege of Artsakh a humanitarian crisis —
legitimizing Baku’s use of starvation as a tool of negotiation.

— Ruling out the use of sanctions to constrain Azerbaijan’s aggression in a public
statement by Special Advisor for Caucasus Negotiations Lou Bono — undermining U.S.
leverage over Baku.

— Refusing to impose consequences on Azerbaijan following its military assault on
Artsakh, despite having indicated during a hearing before the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee that the U.S. would “not countenance any attempt at ethnic cleansing.”

— Committing only $15 million in humanitarian assistance to the 120,000 refugees
forced from their homes by Azerbaijan — incommensurate with the dire needs of those
displaced.

— Resuming high-level engagement with Azerbaijan in the absence of accountability —
despite a commitment by Assistant Secretary of State for Europe and Eurasia James
O’Brien that there would be “no business as usual” with Azerbaijan following its assault
on Nagorno-Karabakh.

— Legitimizing a fundamentally asymmetric and unjust “peace process” between
Armenia and Azerbaijan without demanding the immediate withdrawal of Azerbaijani
forces from Armenian territory or an internationally guaranteed right of return for
Artsakh’s Armenians.

— Authorizing the sale of F-16s and other defense articles to the Republic of Turkey,
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despite Turkey’s track record of regional destabilization — from its occupation of Cyprus,
attacks on Kurdish populations in Syria and Iraq, and its support for Azerbaijan’s ethnic
cleansing of Artsakh and occupation of sovereign Armenian territory.
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“C Omple me ntary foreign POlicy EAFJD ON THE EP RESOLUTION ON EU-ARMENIA RELATIONS:

“Complementary foreign policy is the path to follow for Armenia
for the sake of a strong and vital Armenian statehood”

is the path to follow for
Armenia for the sake of a strong and vital Armenian
statehood”

On March 13, the European Parliament adopted a resolution on “closer ties between
the EU and Armenia and the need for a peace agreement between Azerbaijan and
Armenia”

EAF]D’s position on the resolution “The EAF]D is grateful to the European Parliament
for its objective stance on Azerbaijan’s destructive policy towards Nagorno Karabakh
and the Republic of Armenia. As a pan-European grassroot organisation the EAF]D and
its committees have been actively working towards and will always advocate for
stronger, closer and more dynamic ties between Armenia and the EU. In the
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meanwhile, considering the geopolitical realities in the region, complementary foreign
policy is the path to follow for Armenia for the sake of a strong and vital Armenian
statehood.”

Among other stipulations, the resolution of the European Parliament

¢ suggests considering a candidate status for EU Membership of Armenia,
provided it is interested and meets the Copenhagen criteria

e warns Azerbaijan against any potential military adventurism against
Armenia proper; highlights that Azerbaijan’s connectivity issues with its
exclave of Nakhchivan should be resolved with full respect for the
sovereignty and territorial integrity of Armenia;

o Calls on Azerbaijan to genuinely engage in a comprehensive and
transparent dialogue with the Karabakh Armenians to ensure respect for
their rights and guarantee their security, including their right to return to
and live in their homes in dignity and safety under international presence,

¢ Underscores that the EU should be ready to impose sanctions on any
individuals and entities that threaten the sovereignty, independence and
territorial integrity of Armenia,

o Recognises the urgent need to strengthen the cooperation between the EU
and Armenia in the field of security and defence.
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Inauguration of the New Office
of the European Armenian

Federation for Justice and
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Democracy

With the inauguration of its new premises in
Brussels on March 24, the European Armenian
Federation for Justice and Democracy (EAFJD)
celebrated a significant milestone, since its
establishment in 2002.

The inauguration ceremony took place in the presence of Mr. and Ms. Mike and
Evelina Sarian and his family, thanks to whose generous donation the EAF]D office was
acquired. The event was also attended by dozens of esteemed guests, including long-
standing EAF]D benefactors Raffi Arslanian and Atom Tenjoukian, the Chairman of
Armenian Revolutionary Federation and the President of the Central Board of
Armenian National Committees Hagop Der Khatchadourian, Deputy Head of Mission of
the Republic of Armenia to the European Union, Mr. Vardan Sargsyan, Belgian MPs,
journalists, public figures, and the representatives of the Armenian communities of
Belgium, Cyprus, France, Germany, Netherlands, Romania and the United Kingdom.
The official inauguration commenced with the ceremonial ribbon-cutting by Mike and
Evelina Sarians, alongside the Chairman of Armenian Revolutionary Federation and the
President of the Central Board of Armenian National Committees Hagop Der
Khatchadourian and the EAFJD President, Kaspar Karampetian symbolizing support for
the EAF]D’s mission and collaborative efforts. The ceremony was followed by a
reception during which speeches were delivered, reflecting on the significance of the
occasion, expressing gratitude to all who contributed to EAF]D’s work.

Text Link

Ppmiubnid pugyty k 287 Zuy

nunh Gypnujugh
hwuduwpodph tinp
qpuutiyulp - Updiuuyptu

28% Zwy nunh Gypnwuyh hwtdtwhinudpp Apniubnud unp gpuubiyuly b pugh:
Qpuukiyulh pugdwt wpwpnnnipniup nknh E ntukgh] dwpunh 24-h:

Pugdwt wpupnnnipjutp tkpjw Eht gqpuubkiyuljh qudwt hwdwp wthpudton
gnudwpp tdppwpbpws puptpup wdniuhinbp BYbhtw kL Uwyp Uupyutubpp,
GU-nud 22 wnwpbnipjut ubplujugnigsh mknuiju Ywpnut Uwpgquyuip,
Gypnywlwb unphppuputh yunqudwynpubp, djwiunphuwyhg bt Ywnthwjhg
punupwlut nt hwuwpwluwlwt gnpshsutp, Fhjghuyh hwy hwdwjuph
ubpluyugnighsubip:

Ppniutynid «Undklynbkuys-h pypulgh thnfuwbgdudp 28% Zuy twnh Gpnuugh
hwbdtwudph twpwquh Suuygup Yupugbnjuip pugdub knypnd kg 2002
pulwihi 287 2wy quinh Gypnuyugh hwhdtwhdph hhdtwngpnidhg hJbp uw
qpuukiyulh yuundnpjut wdkbiwbywtwulwhg hpunwpdnipemiub b «Zuy
nuunht thpwsu 55 mupju gnpéniubnipjut wdkiwbpowuhly opt k: Uw Ukp
pnnph wintbit E, Zwy punh wuyypwpp pwpnibwlEnt opputip: vnphppuipwljui k,
nn Ukp gpuukiyulh nhdwg Zujuwutnwith nhuywinipiniut k: Ukq hwdwp
Yupbinpp yhwnnieniut kB hwy dongndpph pupbignipniup, gpu hwdwnp k) dkp
gnpéniunipiniup vhon dhngdws |k yhknwljubwdbn opwljupgbph», - tokg
Quuyup Yupuybknjwbp:

Text Link



https://www.ancnews.info/?p=22251
https://armenpress.am/
https://www.ancnews.info/?p=22253

Upgujup JEpwpbpyuyg
puttwmplynudubtp FEjghuyh
Utktuwmwnnid

Phighuyh Uktwunnd dwpunh 25-htt nknh &
niukgh) «Ugumuphwpwunupulju
qupqugnidubpp Zupuwyuihtt YUnygjuunid.
Jhquijtnnnid Zwjwuwnwip b LEntwght
AQwpwpwnp/Upgupup» junpuqpny §inp ubnu-pttwupynid: Lubwpynudp juyugh)
E ukttwwnnp Uwpl) Yedbudbyplph b 287 Zuy nunh Bypnuyuyh qpuubkiyulh
hwdwgnpsuljgnipjutt wpyniupnid, npht dwutwlgly kb pljghwugh
hunphppupuwbwlwuubp, phjwiwgbnttp, pugpnnubp b punupughwljw
hwuwpwlnipjut tkpluyugnighsutn:
LIlnp uknuih snpu hhdtwjub pubwpinubbph tht.
e Ejudwt znid Phighwyh npuptiuyghtt unphppupwth wpnwpht
hwpwpbkpnipnitubiph hwtduwdnnnyh twppwquh
¢ ®n) Uhtippu Uhowqquyht putwlgn pjnibiubph Jepmniswpui b
£1hugkunwl) htunnhnninh hwdwhhdwnhp
o Qbquu Unbthwiyul Upguuh Zubpuybnn pjub dupgnt
hpuwyniupubph wuwownuyw
o Pkupudht Mnpnupul’ «UNCH Updbihws hhdbwnpudh wu]ug
ghinwphiwuinng
Zudwdnnnyh wnwetuyhtt tyyuwljn kp hwdwwwpthwy yEpnisnipju
tupwnyt) 2020 pyuwih ubywnbdptnhg h ytp Zwpuduyhtt YUndjuuh
nupuswopewbinid woiwphwpunupwljwi qupqugnidikpp, dwubwnpuugbu’
Upguhyywt hwjwdwpunipjub (niyuh tkppn: Futtwjunutitipp vhpwqquhte
hpwyniuph, dwpnnt ppuwyniupubph b dhowqquyhtt hwupnipjut wpdwquiph
nbkuwtlnibitiphg tkpuyugnptgpt) i nwpwswopowiught qupqugnidukpp:
Zuwwnntl] npwnpnipintl B wpdwwgl) dhounppuljw gwpkpnh juphnpnipjut
Ybpwpbpyuy pubwpynudubpp® winpunupd junwpbng hwnljuybu
Bypnyuljut vhnipjwi nhpht: Lutupdwt dwutwlhgubpp thnpdk) B
twpuwutol] wywqu htpwuuptbpp, htwpwynp qupgugnidutpn b Ynulptn
puyjbpp’ Upgwluh hugbiph whowwpbih hpunjntpbtpp wwonwywikine hwdwp:

Text Link

Belgian Senate Hosts
Roundtable on Geopolitical
Developments in South
Caucasus: Focus on Armenia and
Nagorno Karabakh/Artsakh

Today a roundtable discussion titled “The Geopolitical Developments in the South
Caucasus: Focus on Armenia and Nagorno Karabakh/Artsakh took place at the Belgian
senate.” The event, hosted by Senator Mark Demesmaeker (N-VA) in collaboration with
the European Armenian Federation for Justice and Democracy (EAF]D), was widely
attended by a diverse audience comprising Belgian parliamentarians, diplomats,
journalists, and civil society representatives.

The roundtable featured four keynote speakers:

— Els Van Hoof: Chair of the Foreign Affairs Committee, Belgian Federal Parliament
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— Paul Meerts: International negotiation analyst and co-founder of Clingendael Institute
— Gegham Stepanyan: Ombudsman of Nagorno Karabakh (Artsakh)

— Benyamin Poghosyan: Senior Research Fellow at the Applied Policy Research Institute
of ArmeniaThe primary objective of the conference was a comprehensive analysis of
geopolitical developments in the South Caucasus region since September 2020,
particularly in light of the Nagorno Karabakh (Artsakh) conflict. The speakers provided
insights from various perspectives, including international law, human rights, and the
response of the international community. Special emphasis was placed on mediation
efforts, with a particular focus on the role of the European Union. Additionally, the
panelists elaborated on future prospects, exit strategies, and concrete steps to safeguard
the inalienable rights of the Nagorno Karabakh/Artsakh Armenians.
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Europeans for Artsakh:
Committed to Upholding
Fundamental Rights of Artsakh
Armenians
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The “Europeans for Artsakh” platform brought

together the representatives from Armenian

communities across Europe in Brussels to

collaborate on advancing the defense of the rights

of Armenians in Artsakh/Nagorno-Karabakh.

Representatives from the Armenian communities

in Belgium, Cyprus, France, Germany, ‘v T i::ls:'l:‘zn :Z;r;?;i;::d
Netherlands, Romania, United Kingdom were T ans

present.

The main purpose of the “Europeans for Artsakh” meeting was to exchange insights and
discuss on the upcoming April 24 commemoration events throughout Europe, ensuring
that the Artsakh issue remains central to these events.

Key discussions revolved around the fundamental rigths to self-determination and the
collective return for the people of Artsakh. The urgent requirement to address the
housing needs of the 150,000 displaced Artsakh Armenians in Armenia was emphasized.
This underscores the necessity for ensuring their dignified existence in temporary
locations until they can safely return to their homeland, with international safeguarding
of their rights.

Moreover, discussions also touched upon the role of Armenian communities in the
upcoming European elections, underscoring the imperative need to advocate for
Artsakh and Armenia within the new European Authorities.
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The EAFJD stands in solidarity
with the Kurdish community in
Belgium

The European Armenian Federation for Justice and
Democracy (EAFJD) strongly condemns the
The EAFJD strongly condemns the attack by . . .
| FOTSRRIGERT IR W heinous attack perpetrated by Turkish extremists
against Kurdish people in Heusden-Zolder,
Belgium, on March 24, 2024.
Following the celebration of Kurdish Newroz in Leuven, Kurdish families were targeted
and subjected to a violent assault while engaging in the festivities.
We express our solidarity with the affected Kurdish people and denounce the actions of
the Turkish fascists involved in this attack. Their display of fascist Grey Wolf symbols
and chants invoking the names of terrorist organizations like DAESH/ISIS is abhorrent
and has no place in civilized societies, like Belgium.
Acts of violence and intimidation based on ethnic or ideological differences cannot be
tolerated, and those responsible must be held accountable to the fullest extent of the
law.
The EAF]D stands in solidarity with the Kurdish community in Belgium and reaffirms
its commitment to promoting justice, freedom, and respect for human rights.
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19 Australian Federal

Parliamentarians Sign Joint

Justice Initiative Supporting
b imm s faeahes  Australian Recognition of the

1915 Genocides

In 2023, the Joint Justice Initiative secured support
from 19 Federal Parliamentarians, who have officially signed the Joint Justice
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Initiative’s Affirmation of Support Document calling for Australian recognition of the
1915 Armenian, Assyrian and Greek Genocides, reported the Armenian National
Committee of Australia.

In total, nine Parliamentarians elected to the House of Representatives signed the
support document, including Dr Sophie Scamps MP — Member for Mackellar, Allegra
Spender MP — Member for Wentworth, Jerome Laxale MP — Member for

Bennelong, Zali Steggall MP — Member for Warringah, Henry Pike MP — Member for
Bowman, Stephen Bates MP — Member for Brisbane, Max Chandler-Mather MP —
Member for Griffith, Gavin Pearce MP — Member for Braddon and Elizabeth Watson-
Brown MP — Member for Ryan.

A total of 11 Senators met with representatives of the Joint Justice Initiative in 2023
who agreed to support the Armenian, Assyrian and Greek communities, including
Senator Jonno Duniam — representing Tasmania; Senator Mathew O’Sullivan —
representing Western Australia; Senator Wendy Askew — representing Western
Australia; Senator Lidia Thorpe — representing Victoria; Senator David Shoebridge —
representing New South Wales; Senator Dorinda Cox — representing Western

Australia; Senator Penny Allman-Payne — representing Queensland; Senator Dave
Sharma — representing New South Wales and Senator Maria Kovacic — representing
New South Wales.
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ALC submission to UN Working
Group on Enforced or

Involuntary Disappearances

The International and Comparative Law Center of
Armenia, under the auspices of the Armenian
Legal Center for Justice and Human Rights,
formally submitted eight cases to the United 1

Nations Working Group on Enforced or

Involuntary Disappearances on March 5, 2024.

At the forefront of the quest for justice and accountability, the International and
Comparative Law Center of Armenia has undertaken a formidable task at the behest of

the families of enforced or involuntary disappeared persons, pursuing eight cases of
enforced or involuntary disappearances, each poignant in its representation of the
suffering and anguish endured by the people of Artsakh. The predominant victims in
these cases are servicemen, serving as stark symbols of Azerbaijan’s relentless aggression
and its policy aimed at the obliteration of the Armenian populace.

Tasked with a solemn mandate, the U.N. Working Group, a specialized entity
established under the aegis of the United Nations Human Rights Council, stands as a
beacon of hope in the global pursuit of truth and justice. Its purview encompasses the

meticulous investigation of disappearances, spanning continents and cultures, with an
unwavering commitment to unraveling the mysteries surrounding missing persons and
holding perpetrators accountable.
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