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Holds A Press Conference In Front Of
The Armenian Genocide Martyr
Monument In California As A Newly
Designated State Historic Landmark

After years of dedicated advocacy, the official designation of
the Armenian Genocide Martyrs Monument, located in Montebello, took place on
February 21, 2025. California State Senator Bob Archuleta (SD-30) led the effort to
designate the monument, which was passed unanimously by the State Historical
Resources Commission earlier in the month.

Constructed in 1968 as a modern sculptural interpretation of traditional Armenian
church architecture, the Armenian Genocide Martyrs Monument honors the memory
of the one-and-a-half million victims of the Armenian Genocide in 1915 and their
descendants. Today, it stands not only as a symbol of the tragedies that befell the
Armenian people but also as a beacon of resilience for over half a million Armenian-
Americans residing in California, which is home to the largest Armenian diaspora in the
Western Hemisphere.
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George Aghjayan to Serve as
ANCA'’s National Chairman

The Armenian National Committee of America
(ANCA) has announced that longtime Armenian
American activist and grassroots leader George
Aghjayan will serve as its new national chairman,

continuing the organization’s mission to advance foreign policy priorities of special
concern to Armenian and allied Americans.

“I am deeply honored to take on this role at such a critical time for the Armenian
Nation,” said Aghjayan. “Our work is more vital than ever as we fight to secure justice
for Artsakh’s displaced Armenians, hold Azerbaijan accountable for its crimes, and
ensure the long-term security and viability of Armenia. The ANCA has always been the
most effective voice for Armenian Americans in U.S. policy and politics, and I look
forward to working with our local chapters, grassroots advocates, and dedicated

leadership team to expand our influence and advance our common cause.”
Text Link
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Armenian Genocide Memorial
in Montebello Designated as a

California Historical Landmark

After years of advocacy, Senator Bob Archuleta (D-
Pico Rivera) proudly affirms the State Historical
Resources Commission’s unanimous vote to
officially designate the Armenian Genocide
Martyrs Monument, located in the 30th Senate District, as a California State Historical
Landmark.

With deep roots in the community from his tenure with the Montebello Police
Department and his ongoing commitment as a Senator, Archuleta has long recognized
the monument’s critical importance to the Armenian community in Montebello, where
the Monument is located. For years, Archuleta has championed the cause to ensure that
this historic site receives the honor it deserves.

‘Who: Montebello Mayor Salvador Melendez; Montebello Councilmember Scarlet
Peralta; Senator Bob Archuleta; Assemblymember Mark Gonzalez; Community Leader
Murad Minasian; Armenian Cultural Foundation, Mesrobian Principal, Lena
Garabedian; City Manager Raul Alvarez; Armen K. Hovannisian ARF Central
Committee Member; David Tchoukadarian; H.E. Archbishop Hovnan Derderian;
Monsignor Parsegh Baghdassarian, I.C.P.B., Chairman Armand Baghdoyan; and twin
brothers, Nick and Dylan Khatchikian, members of the Mesrobian High School
basketball team who will be recognized for breaking the State CIF points and assist
records.
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Congresswoman Judy Chu and
State Senator Sasha Renée Pérez
Reaffirm Support for Rebuilding
Sahag Mesrob Armenian School
After Eaton Fire

Today, in an event organized by the Armenian National Committee of America —
Western Region (ANCA-WR), Congresswoman Judy Chu (CA-28) and California State
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Senator Sasha Renée Pérez (CA-25) stood in unity with the Armenian-American
community to reaffirm their unwavering commitment to rebuilding the Sahag-Mesrob
Armenian Christian School after it suffered severe damage in last month’s devastating
Eaton Fire. Recognizing the school’s historical and cultural significance, the two elected
officials pledged their full support to ensure its swift restoration, emphasizing the vital
role it plays in preserving Armenian heritage and providing quality education to the
community and future generations. Aida Dimedjian from the ANCA National board
and Oshin Harootoonian Chairman of Western Region Board accompanied by board
member Lara Yeretsian were present, along with Armenian Assembly of America’s
Talin Yacoubian and AGBU Western Region Chair Kev Zoryan.

Congresswoman Chu highlighted her efforts to secure federal support for disaster
recovery, stating, “I am trying to ensure that we have a disaster aid bill that will help
meaningfully with the recovery. This nation has provided disaster aid to every major
disaster throughout its history without conditions, and that’s precisely what 'm pushing
for.”
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ANCA Congratulates DNI
Gabbard; Urges Investigation

) into US Complicity in Artsakh

s

ANCA calls on DNI Tulsi Gabbc:c;' T‘o . Ethnic Cleansing

investigate U.S. intelligence an licy
failures that contributed to Azerbaijan's

ethnic cleansing of Artsakh

The Armenian National Committee of America (ANCA) congratulated former U.S.
Congresswoman Tulsi Gabbard on her confirmation today as Director of National
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Intelligence (DNI) and called upon her to launch a comprehensive investigation into
U.S. intelligence, policy, and foreign aid failures that contributed to Azerbaijan’s
genocidal ethnic cleansing of Artsakh’s indigenous Armenian population.

“The ANCA welcomes Director Gabbard’s confirmation today and urges her to ensure
that the United States fully reckons with our role — whether through acts of omission or
commission — in aiding, abetting, and emboldening Azerbaijan’s genocidal campaign
against Artsakh’s Armenian population,” stated ANCA Executive Director Aram
Hamparian.

In its congratulatory letter to Gabbard, ANCA emphasized the importance of an official
intelligence review into how U.S. policies — such as military assistance to Azerbaijan —
facilitated its war crimes. “As you know, Americans of Armenian heritage in Hawai’i
and across the United States have long supported your leadership on atrocities
prevention, human rights, and other issues of special concern to our community and
coalition partners. We remain deeply grateful for your support on U.S. remembrance of
the Armenian Genocide and, of course, the democratic aspirations of the indigenous
Armenian Christians of Artsakh (Nagorno Karabakh),” stated Hamparian.
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ANCA-WR Chairman Oshin
Harootoonian Participates in
Private Meeting with Governor

Newsom and Armenian

Community Leaders to Advance

Eaton Fire Recovery Efforts

Armenian National Committee of America — Western Region (ANCA-WR) Chairman
Oshin Harootoonian participated in a private meeting on February 11, 2025, where
various Armenian-American organizations and community leaders met with California
Governor Gavin Newsom to discuss recovery efforts following the devastating Eaton
Fire in Altadena. The meeting highlighted the urgent need for state and federal support
to help families, businesses, and institutions—including the Sahag Mesrob Armenian
Christian School, which suffered extensive damage—recover from the disaster.

“Our community is committed to rebuilding stronger than before, but we cannot do it
alone,” said Oshin Harootoonian. “The Eaton Fire devastated homes, businesses, and
cherished institutions like Sahag Mesrob Armenian School. We appreciate Governor
Newsom’s willingness to hear directly from our community, and we will continue
working to ensure that resources are allocated efficiently to support those affected.”

Text Link

Congressional Armenian Caucus
Leaders Urge Secretary Rubio to
Hold Azerbaijan Accountable,
Back Artsakh Armenians’ Right
of Return
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The Armenian National Committee of America (ANCA) welcomes a bipartisan
Congressional letter led by Armenian Caucus Co-Chairs Rep. Frank Pallone (D-NJ),
Rep. Gus Bilirakis (R-FL), Rep. Brad Sherman (D-CA), and Rep. David Valadao (R-CA),
urging newly confirmed Secretary of State Marco Rubio to take immediate and decisive
action to hold Azerbaijan accountable for its war crimes, secure the release of Armenian
prisoners of war (POWs) and political detainees, and support the right of Artsakh’s
forcibly displaced Armenians to return to their homeland.

“For too long, Azerbaijan has acted with impunity — blockading Artsakh, committing
genocide against its people, occupying sovereign Armenian territory, and illegally
imprisoning Artsakh leaders and POWs,” said ANCA Executive Director Aram
Hamparian. “The United States cannot turn a blind eye to these crimes. Secretary Rubio
has an opportunity to reverse this dangerous pattern by fully enforcing Section 907,
applying targeted Magnitsky sanctions, and championing the protected return of
Artsakh’s Armenians to their rightful homeland.”
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ANCA Calls for Azerbaijani
Accountability at International
Religious Freedom Summit

Panel

In remarks offered at the Capitol Hill opening of
the International Religious Freedom Summit Kick-Off Advocacy event, Armenian
National Committee of America (ANCA) Executive Director called for U.S. leadership
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on Artsakh’s survival, Armenia’s security, and the future of Armenian communities
from Syria and Lebanon to Jerusalem’s Armenian Quarter.

The panel discussion focusing on Armenia, moderated by Michael Rubin of the
American Enterprise Institute, featured Aram Hamparian, Executive Director of the
Armenian National Committee of America (ANCA); Robert Avetisyan, former Nagorno-
Karabakh Representative to the United States; Fr. Garegin Hambardzumyan, Director of
the Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin Armenian Apostolic Church Ecumenical
Department; human rights advocate Christine Arakelian; and Rep. Chris Smith (R-NJ),

a leading Congressional voice on religious freedom and justice for both Armenian
Genocide (1915) and Artsakh Genocide (2023).

Panelists underscored that Azerbaijan’s 2023 assault and forced displacement of 150,000
Armenians from Artsakh was aided and abetted by U.S. policymakers. They called on
Congress and the Trump Administration to implement targeted sanctions, demand the
return of Armenian prisoners of war, and ensure the safe and dignified return of
displaced Artsakh Armenians.
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ANCA-WR Strengthens
Community-LAPD Ties at

Community Meeting with Chief
Jim McDonnell

The Armenian National Committee of America —
Western Region (ANCA-WR), in collaboration with the ANCA Hollywood Chapter,
successfully hosted a Community Meeting with Los Angeles Police Department Chief
Jim McDonnell on Monday, February 3, 2025, at the Hollywood Armenian Community
Center. The event provided a dynamic platform for Armenian-American community
members to engage directly with LAPD leadership, fostering dialogue on public safety,
crime prevention, and deeper collaboration between law enforcement and the
community.

Community members, activists, and local leaders participated in the discussion,
demonstrating a strong interest in fostering closer ties with law enforcement. Attendees
raised concerns about issues affecting Armenian-American neighborhoods, including
public safety, hate crimes, and the role of law enforcement in protecting the
community. The meeting also provided an opportunity for residents to share their
perspectives and recommendations on strengthening cooperation with the LAPD.
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Pashinyan’s willingness to

abandon Armenia’s Legal cases

Pashinyan’s willingness to abandon
Armenia’s Legal cases against Azerbaijan is

against Azerbaijan is concerning [

Speaking at the Atlantic Council, Armenian Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan revealed
that he and his government are considering withdrawing several of Armenia’s
complaints at the IC] and ECHR. The Prime Minister stated that during recent
negotiations with Azerbaijan’s Aliyev, the two men had reached tentative agreements
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on 15 out of 17 points for a potential peace agreement, with the points of contention
being the European Union’s Monitoring mission on the Armenian border, a program
that was recently extended by the Council of the European Union, and Armenia’s
ongoing international legal claims against Azerbaijan.

Armenia filed multiple cases against Azerbaijan particularly with regards to its attacks
on civilian infrastructure, illegal abuse of Armenian civilians, racial discrimination
against ethnic Armenians and an Armenophobic policy of intimidation and use of
military actions which resulted into the forceful expulsion of the indigenous Armenian
population of Nagorno-Karabakh. It is noteworthy, that in November 2024, the IC] had
rejected Azerbaijan’s objections against the case and had also provided a preliminary
ruling in favour of Armenia by demanding Azerbaijan to take any action necessary to
protect and safeguard Armenian cultural sites in Nagorno-Karabakh and allow
Armenians to return to their ancestral homes, albeit without providing the specific and
necessary mechanism and security structure that would have provided adequate and
necessary measures to protect the lives of the forcefully displaced civilians.
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