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ANCA Congressional Briefing

Educates Legislators about

| Threats to Jerusalem Armenian
Quarter

Save the ArQ co-founders Setrag Balian and Hagop
Djernazian brought the plight of Jerusalem’s Armenian Christian Quarter to Capitol
Hill and Washington’s policy circles this week, drawing urgent attention to the
existential threats facing the 1,700-year-old Armenian Christian presence in the Holy
Land.

The Armenian National Committee of America (ANCA) — as a service to American
stakeholders committed to the sanctity of the Holy Land — accompanied Balian and
Djernazian during a full day of legislative meetings, a mid-day Capitol Hill seminar, and
a late afternoon live-streamed update — amplifying their call for U.S. leadership in
protecting this sacred pillar of global Christian heritage.

“This is a pivotal moment for the Armenian Quarter of Jerusalem, and it’s a fight that
resonates far beyond the Old City,” said ANCA Policy Director Alex Galitsky. “The
efforts of Balian and Djernazian to raise awareness here in Washington reflect the
broader existential struggle Armenians face against the threat of dispossession,
discrimination, displacement, and ethnic cleansing — from Artsakh to Syria and the
Holy Land. Their meetings with lawmakers are critical to building the support needed
to defend the human rights, religious freedoms, and cultural heritage of Armenians
globally.”
Text Link

ANCA Raising Washington, DC

Alarms over Threats to

Jerusalem’s Armenian Christian
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The Future of Jerusalem®:
Christian Armeni

The briefings — part of a broader series of Eastern
U.S. presentations — will feature insights from
Setrag Balian and Hagop Djernazian, co-founders of
the Save the ArQ initiative. Their movement has
been at the forefront of defending the Armenian
Quarter against the encroachments of developers
and settler groups attempting to displace the
ancient community. Balian and Djernazian will
share firsthand accounts of the ongoing legal battle to prevent the privatization and
commercialization of the quarter’s historic spaces, including the contested Cows’
Garden.

“Our Eastern U.S. tour gives us an opportunity to present the current situation in the
Armenian Quarter of Jerusalem. We look forward to speaking with lawmakers and
diplomats in D.C., New York, and Chicago about the community’s existential crisis.
Protecting our millennia-long Christian presence in the Old City is critical, and we
thank our partners like the ANCA and other organizations that are working with us to
raise awareness about our struggle,” stated Djernazian.

ANCA Policy Director Alex Galitsky explained, “The plight of Jerusalem’s Armenian
Quarter is more than just a land dispute, it’s an existential struggle against a pattern of
displacement and dispossession Armenians have faced across the region — from the
ethnic cleansing of Artsakh to threats our community face throughout the Middle East
today. At its core, this is a struggle for human rights, religious freedom, and the
preservation of Jerusalem’s rich cultural tapestry threatened by settler violence and
state-backed extremism.”.
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Armenian Americans and allies from across the U.S. will be on Capitol Hill on April 1-2
for advocacy days organized by the Armenian National Committee of America (ANCA)
Eastern and Western Regions, as communities nationwide gear up for a month-long
series of programs and activities demanding that Turkey and Azerbaijan be held
accountable for the Armenian Genocide of 1915-1923 and the Artsakh Genocide of
2023.

The two-day program will provide advocates the opportunity to participate in briefings,
workshops, and hundreds of Congressional meetings leading up to the annual
Congressional Armenian Genocide Commemoration to be held on April 2nd, from 6 pm
to 8 pm at the U.S. Capitol (HVC-215). The Capitol Hill program will feature bipartisan
remarks from Congressional leaders and experts advocating concrete U.S. and
international action to reverse the 2023 Artsakh Genocide and demand justice for the
Armenian Genocide.

Constituents will amplify the voices of their Armenian communities back home,
advancing a series of pro-Armenian policy priorities, including:
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— ANCA Mobilizes to Block U.S.

BT S T A Financing of Boeing Cargo Jet
BLOCK U.S. FHAKCHS FIR BOENS'S  Sale to Azerbaijan
'RECKLESS SALE OF CARSO JETS T0

SILK WAY AIRLINES : The Armenian National Committee of America
ANCA ORG/EXIM - (ANCA) has launched a nationwide grassroots
campaign urging the U.S. Export-Import Bank

(EXIM) to reject a proposed $100 million financial guarantee for the sale of Boeing cargo
aircraft to Azerbaijan’s Silk Way Airlines. This financing would enable the Aliyev
regime’s procurement of dual-use aircraft, facilitating the illegal flow of arms into
Azerbaijan—a country widely condemned for its genocidal policies against the
Armenian population of Artsakh and ongoing aggression against the Republic of
Armenia.
On January 10, 2025, EXIM Bank announced that it received Boeing’s application for
final commitment for a loan exceeding $100 million. Public comments on this proposal
will be accepted until February 7, 2025, and presented to the EXIM Board of Directors
for consideration before any final decision.
The ANCA’s campaign, anca.org/exim, empowers individuals across the country to
voice their opposition to this transaction. The ANCA argues that approval of this
financing would:
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ANCA Submits Testimony in
Support of U.S. Senate
Confirmation of Marco Rubio as

Secretary of State

The Armenian National Committee of America
(ANCA) has submitted testimony to the Senate Foreign Relations Committee supporting
Senator Marco Rubio’s nomination as U.S. Secretary of State. Authored by ANCA Policy
Director Alexander Galitsky, the testimony underscores the urgency of addressing
critical human rights issues, including Azerbaijan’s genocidal ethnic cleansing of
Artsakh, the enforcement of sanctions against Azerbaijani war criminals, the right of
Artsakh Armenians to return to their homeland, and the protection of vulnerable
minority communities in Syria.

In its testimony, ANCA stressed that Senator Rubio’s confirmation as Secretary of State
presents a pivotal opportunity for the United States to align its foreign policy with
justice and accountability. “While the previous Trump-Pence and current Biden-Harris
administrations failed to prevent Azerbaijan’s ethnic cleansing of Artsakh, the incoming
Trump-Vance Administration has an unprecedented opportunity to reverse it—by
promoting a just, durable, and dignified peace in the region grounded in accountability
for war crimes and aligned with the right of Artsakh’s Armenians to a collective and
protected return to their homeland,” Galitsky stated.
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ANC-UK Inaugural Gala
Dinner

Thanks to the support we received form the
community, the ANC-UK’s First Fundraising Gala
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Dinner was a resounding success, made possible by
the incredible support of all of you. We feel
humbled and reinvigorated by the level of support
we received, a testament to the untapped potential
of the British Armenian community. This event
raised £36,000 out of the £45,000 annual target.
Due to the success of the evening, we are hoping
this event will be an annual event and the
beginning of a new chapter of our work.

We further extend our deepest gratitude to all
attendees, donors, and volunteers who contributed

to making this event so special. A special thanks to
the distinguished parliamentarians and dignitaries who joined us, including Tim
Loughton, Lord Alton of Liverpool, Sir John Whittingdale MP, Jessica Morden

MP, Chris Law MP, Andrew Rosindell MP, and Councillor Peter Mason.

We also extend our gratitude to the members of the Gala’s organising committee; Alice
Tanielian, Paula Killian, Anoushka Kurkjian, Natalie Michaelian and also Raffi

Killian for being a wonderful MC, and lastly Taline Dadourian for her backstage

assistance.
Our gratitude to the community organisations who attended the event, supporting the

AN UNFORGETTABLE EVENING
AT THEANC-UK INAUGURAL o
ALA DINNER

Armenian cause and our advocacy: Armenian Community Council of the UK,
Navasartian Trust, Armenian Relief Society of GB, Homenetmen London, Armenian
Youth Federation London Khanasor, AGBU, and Armenian Institute.
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UK Parliamentarians raising the issues of
Armenia and Artsakh

WHAT RECENT DISCUSSIONS HE HAS
HAD WITH HIS ARMENIAN
COUNTERPARTS ON STRATEGIC

DEFENCE COOPERATION WITH THAT
COUNTRY.

BLAIR
MCDOUGALL
THE SECRETARY OF STATE HAS NOT R
YET HAD PERSONAL DISCUSSIONS
WITH HIS ARMENIAN COUNTERPARTS,
BUT WE DO HAVE GOOD AND GROWING
ENGAGEMENT IN THE REGION,
INCLUDING STAFF TALKS IN YEREVAN
SHORTLY AND THE ANNOUNCEMENT OF
A RESIDENT DEFENCE SECTION, DUE TO
OPEN IN ARMENIA LATER IN THE YEAR.

EAST
RENFREWSHIRE

(

STEPHEN

WE ARE CURRENTLY EXPLORING THE BOLI AT
POSSIBILITY OF MINISTERIAL STATE

BI-LATERAL ENGAGEMENT LATER IN
THE YEAR.

ﬁ ge‘l(rliament @

<wj nwwnh EYypnwyuwjh gpuutljuly

WHAT REPRESENTATIONS HE HAS
MADE TO THE GOVERNMENT OF

AZERBAIJAN ON TERRITORIAL CLAIMS
MADE BY PRESIDENT ALIYEV FOR
TERRITORY WITHIN ARMENIA.

THE UK FULLY RECOGNISES THE SOVEREIGNTY
AND TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY OF BOTH
ARMENIA AND AZERBAIJAN. WE WELCOME THE
PROGRESS ON THE DELIMITATION OF THEIR
BORDERS AND SUPPORT THE EFFORTS OF BOTH
SIDES TO AGREE A LASTING SETTLEMENT TO
THEIR DECADES' LONG CONFLICT.

| CALLED AZERBAIJANI FOREIGN MINISTER
JEYHUN BAYRAMOV ON 31 OCTOBER AND MET
WITH THE AZERBAIJANI AMBASSADOR TO THE
UK ON 13 JANUARY, WHERE | REITERATED THE
UK'S SUPPORT TO SECURE A LONG-LASTING
PEACE DEAL. WE REGULARLY URGE ALL SIDES

TO REFRAIN FROM ANY RHETORIC WHICH
COULD UNDERMINE THE IMPORTANT DIALOGUE

AND PROSPECTS FOR A DEAL.

B e
Parliament
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“Engaging in this type of

Genocide denial and historical

revisionism is dangerous to an I e
almost criminal degree”- EAF]D
President

“Engaging in this type of Genocide denial and historical revisionism is dangerous to an
almost criminal degree. At a period during which our nation recently faced genocidal
ethnic cleansing and is actively seeking the preservation of the Armenian heritage of
Artsakh, promoting any type of genocide denial is unacceptable. Armenian Genocide
recognition efforts have been the focal commitment of the Armenian community, a
fight that allowed survivors of the very genocide to organize and mobilize around their
dignified right for Justice. Any denialism needs to be met with firm rejection and an
immediate change of servile policy against those who plot the extermination of the
Armenian people and of Armenia.”. — concluded Karampetian.
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Former ANC Artsakh
Executive Director Meets
Australian Legislators
During ANC-AU Advocacy
Week
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the critical issues facing the Armenians of the Republic of Artsakh a year since they
were ethnically cleansed from their homes.

Mr Gev Iskajyan, the National Grassroots Director of the Armenian National
Committee of America (ANCA) who previously served as the Executive Director of
the Armenian National Committee of Artsakh, was in Australia to share his first-
hand account of life under Azerbaijan’s 9-month-long blockade of Artsakh and
discuss internationally coordinated efforts to deal with the release of Armenian
hostages and sanctions against Azerbaijani officials.

As part of the annual Advocacy Week, Mr Iskajyan met with several key Australian
political leaders in Canberra, including Senator Simon Birmingham - Senator for
South Australia and Shadow Foreign Affairs Minister; Michael Sukkar MP - Member
for Deakin; Paul Fletcher MP - Member of Bradfield; Senator Andrew Bragg -
Senator for New South Wales; and Senator Dave Sharma - Senator for New South
Wales.
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